- The Two W "itneſſas ; | 


* ä 


* 


Supported by 
Reaſon 


AND DIVINE 


Revelation. 
Being the Subſtance of a Lecture. SERMON, 
FPreach'd at the North-SO CIE ITI in Lyme, 


Oftaber 29, 1735, Before the Aſſociation 


of the County of Nen - London; and Pub- 
lifked at their Deſire. 3 


- 
4 


_ 


rn 
9 


By 1 ARED ELI OT 
7 of the Church at Killingworth. 


— —aͤ4⏓— 4 


Iſai. rl. 8. der ycur ſelves Men. 


— 


1 Theſ. v.21. . Nove a all Bing, hold faſt that which i; good, 


— — — 


—_— 


— — 


— —ö—b — 


N L O N D O N. 4 


_- PrintedandSoldby I. GREEN, 17 ; 6, 


= ©4 , * | 
* = . 4 
my 2 1 4 
21 8 
> © a 7 
Nu % 77 


A. M. 


: 
r 


— — — wy —— 


_ 
WELLES es nd 


— 1 I 


2 — 


— — cy. _ 


6 


1 


RELIGION 
Supported by Reaſon 
AND 


— * 


Divine Revelation. 


— — ——————— 


— . 


Il Cox IRNTRHRIANS, XIII. 1, 


and os otro on I Cr TT. 


FH is the third time I am coming to you : 
in the mouth of two or three Witneſſes 


ſha every word be Eſtabliſhed, 


HIS Apoftle having been great- 
ly Oppoſed, and ſeverely Re- 
flected on by ſome falſe Teach- 

ers. that were ſprung up in the 

Church; who by fly Inſinua⸗ 

tions aud il)-natur'd Repreſentations, labour'd 

to bring both his Perſon and Miniftry into 
contempt: By which we may ſee that the beſt 

of Times are not free from Detraction; nor 
the beſt of Men free from the ſtrife of Tongues, 
That the fich of the weak might not be ſub- 

IS n verted, 


1 ] y , ere oa 
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verted, the progreſs of the Goſpel hindred,nor 
theſe offenders go unpuniſhed, the Apoſtle 
indeavours to Vindicate his Character and 
Miſſion ; as we may ſee in the foregoing Chap- 
ters. The unworthy treatment and undeſer- 
ved ill- uſage he had met with, and the ill- im- 
preſſions it might make upon ſome, obliged 


the Apoſtle to do himſelf Juſtice, by ſaying 


thoſe things in his own Favour & Commenda- 
tion, that was diſagrecable to his modeſt and 
humble diſpoſition. 


Theſe falſe Teachers had ſaid, Chap. 10 


Ver. 10. Hu letters ( ſay they) are weighty and 


powerful; but hs bodily preſence is weak, and bu 
[prech is contemptible. Ver, 11, Let ſuch an 
one think this, that what we are in word by letters, 


when we are abſent, ſuch will we be alſo in deed, 
when we are preſent. 


Theſe were falſe Teachers, Chap. 11. ver. 13 
For ſuch are falſe Apoſtles, deceitful workers, tranſ- 
forming themſelves into the Apofles of Chriſt. In 


anſwer to theſe,with how much Modefty doth 


he ſpeak of bimſelf? Ver. 22. Are they Miniſters 
of Chriſt ? ( I ſþeak as a fool) I am more: in La- 
bours more abundant, ix Stripes above meaſure, 
So Chap. 12. ver. 11. I am beceme a fool in gle- 
rying, ye have compelled me : for I ought to have 
been commended of you: for in nothing am 1 behind 
the very chiefeſt Apoſtles, though | be nothing- 


Having 


be Evidence in our own caſe ; for our Intereft 


ſ 
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Having ſaid much in his own Vindication 
and for the ſupport of the Truth, he proceeds, 
as in the words of our Text: He lets ſuch 
Offenders know what they might expect when 
he came, that he would proceed againſt them 
and lay them under Cenſure; and in this af- 


fair he would not be influenced by his Paſſions 


or Prejudice, but would proceed in a Regular 
manner; not lording it over God's Heritage, 
but be an Enſample to the Flock : He would 
not proceed againſt them but as the Charge 
ſhould be ſupported by proper Evidence; In 
the mouth of two or three Witneſſes ſhall every word 


be Eftabliſhed, 


This his deſigned Method, was according 
to and agreeable with an ancient Statute, Deut. 
19. 15. One Witneſs ſhall not riſe up againſt a man 
for any iniquity, or for any ſin, in any ſin that be 


ſinneth: at the mouth of two Witneſſes, or at the 


mouth of three Witneſſes ſhall the matter be eſt ab⸗ 
liſhed. Which Rule we obſerve confirmed by 


our SAVIOUR, Mat. 18. 16 Bat if be will not 


hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that 


in the mouth of two or three witneſſes every word 


may be eftabliſhed, 


It hath its foundation in Reaſon. The na- 
ture and circumſtances of things renders a re- 
gard to Evidence, and the teſtimony of others 
highly neceſſary ; For it is not proper we ſhou'd 


may 
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may bias us, and our Prejudice blind us. Our 
SAVIOUR faith, Joh. 5. 31. FI bear witneſs of 
my ſelf, my witneſs is not true. His Evidence 
would have been true, in its ſelf; but according 
to common received and eftabliſhed Rules, 
could not be received as proper Evidence, 


There is a great deal we cannot know our 
ſelves ; our faculties are ſo limited & circum- 
ſcribed within ſuch narrow bounds, that there 
is but little ſaid and done that falls under our 
Perſona! obſervation : We need Information 
from others of much that i» both neceſſary and 
pleaſant, for vs to be acquainted with, We 
can be but in one place at one and the fame 
time: We can ſee but a little way round us. 
Our hearing ſerves us no better than our ſight. 
Many things we torget, and more we do not 
underftand, & therefore we muſt depend upon 
the Information, Evidence and Teſtimony of 


others. 5 
DOC TRIN E. 
That Two Credible Witneſſes to Prove the Truth 


of any Word or Matter of Fact, # a ſufficient 
Foundation for our Faith and Condutt, 


I. This is jufficient and neceſſary for our Conduct 
in the Common Affairs of Life, By this we Con- 
duct our ſelves, Concert our own Affairs, take 
proper Meaſures to ſhun Inconyenignges, ſecure 

our 


aud Divine Revel/atiog. 


| our Selves and Others, and procure to our 
ſelves Advantages convenient and neceſſary. 


II. This i needful & ſufficient in all Determinati 
ö ons of a Civil Fudicature A thing or matter Judg- 
ce d of without Evidence, or contrary to it, would 
be ſo far from a Legal Adminiſtration, that it 
« may be look'd upon as an Arbitrary Deciſion, 


III. We are alſo to Fudge of Faits as they are 
' Evidenced and Proved by Teſtiwony, in every Ec- 
| eleſiaſtical Proceſs. * This is what our Great 
| MASTER has Commar.ded, and Reaſon Re- 
' quires; and we are to govern our ſelves ac- 
: cordingly ; not regarding the Reflections of 
unthinking men fond of Arbitrary Power: 
Although they may ſay that the Church in 
her proceedings look like a Civil Court; it as 
f Moſes, that was to make all things belonging 
to the Sanctuary, according to the Pattern 
men him in the Mount, we do all things, and 
| 2 as our SAVIOUR has Commended and 
Juſtice Requires, we then in our ſeveral Capa- 
1 cities, ſhew our {elves to be Workmen that 
need not to be aſhamed. 


& IV. Teſtirzony u alſo needful & ſufficient for the 
* Support & Proof of thoſe Articles & Truth: we are to 
© biieve., G00 doth not require us to believe 


bw any thing for a Truth that 1s not Eroyed © ” 
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ſo. Our Bleſſed SAVIOUR refers His Hearers 
to the Works that He did, for the Truth of 
what He ſaid, Joh. 14 10,11 Believeſt thox not that 
I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words 
that I ſpeak unto you, I ſpeak not of my ſelf : But 
the Father that dwelleth in me, He doth the works. 
Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father: 


in me ꝛ or ba belizue me for the very works ſake. = 


So Chap. 5. 32, 36. He refers Himſelf to the 
Teflimony of” n, the Baptiſt, and to His own 
Miraculou Mor ke; There is another that beareth 
witneſs of me, and | ls that the witneſs which he 
witneſſeth of me is true. But ] have greater wit- 
neſs than that of John: For the works which the 
Father hath given me to finiſh, the ſame works that 
Ido, bear witneſs of me, that the Father bath ſent 


me. The Witrels that He bear of Himſelf 


was not falſe, but infallibly true; yet not a 
Truth ſufficiently ſupported to gain the belief 
of his Heareis, without ſuch other Evidence 
2s He refers them to. 


It is the laſt of theſe named Inftances, vis, 
ot the Uſefulneſs and Neceſſity of Teſtimony, 
that is deſigned for the Subject of our preſent 
Entertainment: The Witneſſes that we have for 


thoſe Truths we profeſs to Belie ve, are Natural Light 


or Reafon, and GO D's Teſtimony, called Divine 
Revelation. 


f the uſe of the Term Witneſſes, as ap- 


plied in'this caſe, ſhould ſeem forc'd or ſtrain d, 


i; 
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it may not be amiſs to conſider a like improve- 


ment of the Term; Rom 8.16 The Sy i, /elf 
beareth Witneſs with our ſpirit, that we are the 
Children of God. Alſo 1 Joh 5 8 there are Three 
that bear Witneſs in Earth, the Suit, and tie Was 
ter, and the Blood: And theſe Three agree in One. 
That there is ſuch a concurrence of Evi- 


| dence, will beſt appear by ſhewing, in ſundry 


Important articles of our Faith, and that we 


have Reaſon to believe them becauſe they are 


„ 3 


that there ij a Firſt 


I. That there # u Superior Power that we cal 
GOD, This is what Reaſon and Divine Re- 
velation both agree in. And may be Proved 
by theſe following Arguments, 


I. That there is Motion, it « a proof to Reaſon 
Mover, If there be Motion, 


then there muſt be ſomthing that Moveth ; 
and this Motion muſt be from it ſelf, or from 


' ſome other thing: If from it ſelf originally, 


then the Mover and the Moved muſt be the 
: ſame, or which amounts to the ſame, viz. that 
the Cauſe & Effect are the ſame ; which is im- 


| poſſible, 


There muſt therefore be a Firft 


| Cauſe or Mover, which puts all other things 
into Motion, which is GOD, Nor will the 
force of the Argument be taken eff, by ſaying 
or ſuppoſing, That this Motion may run back 
infinitely; s, e. That the Motion we fee or 
perceive, may be moved. by a known Mover, 
1 B 2 and 


— 
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and that by another, and ſo this infinitely 
back. Bur this cannot be: For if a ſeries of 
Bodies moved, can be ſuppoſed to be Infinite, 
when tken together, it will be equal to an in- 
finite Body moved; and this Moved will not 
leſs requite a Mover than a finite Body, but in- 
finitely more. 

And agigeable to this, is the Teftimony of 
DIVINE KEVELATION. The Apoſtle ar- 
guing the ſare point and proving to the 4. 
thenians this Princip'e, he uſes the ſame Argu- 
ment, Aft 17. 28, For in bim we live, and move, 
and have our being, as certain alſo of your own 
Poets have ſaid, For we are alſo Hu Off-ſpring. 


2. We conclude there is a Divine Being, from 
the Make, Frame, Beaz'y,Regularity and Excellency 
of this Viſible Creation, or the Things we ſee round 
about us, When we lift up our Eyes to the 


Heavenly Bodies over our Heads, behold their 


Motions, conſider their Magnitude, Diſtances 
and ſufl ences, can we think them other than 
the Works of ſome Intelligent Being? View 
this lower World, the Stubilicy of ſome parts 
of it, the Mutability of other, the Beauty and 
Ea mony of all; can we think theſe things 
came by Chance:? If one that had long wandred 
in a wide Wilderneſs, ſhould at length find a 
fine Houſe, a well-cultivated Field, pleaſant 


Gardens & fruitful Trees, ſurely he would not. | 
ink this a ſpontangous Production; but would 
3 8 : 


— 
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be ſatisfied it was the Work & Contrivance of 
au Intelligent being: If he ſaw no man there, 
he would conclude ſome body had been there, 
and done theſe things to ſome u ſeful rurpoſe. 


The characters of a Divine Being written fo 


- plainly upon the face of this viſible Creation, 
that he that runs may read it jt is written 
as with the pen of Iron and with he point of 
a Diamond. 


Divine Revelation is a Witnels to the ſme 


truth, and Argues from the ſame principle. 
The Pſalmiſt faith, Pſal 8. 3. U hen I conſider thy 
' Heavens, the works of thy Fingers, the Moon and 
the Stars which thou haſt ordained ; What i Man 
| that thou art mindful of him? and the ſon of Man, 
that thou viſiteſt him? So the Apoftle,Rom. 1.20 
For the inviſible things of bim from the creation of 
' the world are clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the 
' things that are made, even bis eternal Power and 
' Godhead ; ſo that they are without excuſe, It may 
be fo fairly deduced from this Principle, as to 
Tender even the Heathen World without Ex- 

Cuſe. | 


3. Our Reaſon affords us Proof of the Exiſtence 


of a Divine Being, from a conſideration of our own 
being. It we are ſure of any thing, we are 
: ſure of our own exiftence or being» If we have 
a being, it muft be from our ſelves, or from 
: ſome other being or from nothing. From 
dur ſelves we could not have it; for before we 


” _ 


and 
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had a being we were nothing : Our being 
could not be produced by nothing, becauſe no- 
thing can have no operation. To ſuppoſe 
ſomthihg done without operation; or which is 
the ſame, ſomthing being done without any 
thing being done, is a plain contradiction. If 
nothing has operation, or a power of working, 
then it is umthing, and is no longer nothing. 
That we are intelligent or thinking beings, we 
are as ſure of, as that we have a being: For 
we know that. we have a being, by our being 
intelligent creatures. By this we know that 
He that made us is an intelligent Being, becauſe 
we are ſo our ſelves: For that Being that is 
not intelligent, can no more produce or make 
a thinking being, than nothing can make ſome- 
thing ; For if it be not Intelligent or Rational 
in that reſpect, it is nothing and can produce 
nothing, 


4. Our Reaſon draws a Proof of the Exiſtence of 
the Divine Being, from the general Conſent of Man- 
kind. Nations far diſtant from one another, 
with whom they had no Communication, and 
of whom they had no Knowledge, yet they 
agree in this, and have one common ſentiment 
that there is ſome Supreme Divine Being. 
Men of all Climates, of all Complexions, Bar- 
barians, Sythians, Bond & Free, agree in this, 
own and acknowledge ſome ſort of Divinity. 
It ſeems to be the Language of Nature ny the 

oĩce 


. LoeBuragrom tas So.4- oo of 


ing Voice of Reaſon. lt is what good men would 
10- wiſh were true, if it were not ſo; and none but 
oſe 4 Fool would ſay in his heart there # no God. 
= By general or univerſal Conſent, we are not 
if to underſtand all and every Man, but a large 
ig, majority, by far the bigger part of mankind : 
For if all and every man aſſented to this truth 
1. 7 1 
we that there is a God, there would be no need 
or do uſe any Argument about itz: -- 
ng Thus we have ſhew'd that Rea. has given its 
at Teſtimony that there is a GOD, Divine Reve- 
fe lation is ſo full of it, there is no need of Quota- 
is tion; nay,the very notion of Revelation,renders 
ke the ſuppoſition neceſſary : For there can be no 
on Divine Revelation without a Divine Being, 
1al 3} 
ce II. The Two Witneſſes Evidence alſo, That this 
| Divine Being i à God of all poſſible Perfeltions. 
of We have proved already, That He is an In- 
n- telligent, or Underftanding Wiſe Being; this 
er, Ve conclude from our having underftanding, 
ad Ya thinking power in our ſelves. | 
cy © We ſhall inſiſt upon ſome of theſe Per- 
nt fecitions. 
B* | TI. That God « Omni potent, or a Being having in 
r- Himſelf all Power. He having Created all 
is, things, Made us and all the world out of no- 
. thing, is a proof of this The deſcription of 
— this Power exerting it ſelf is wonderful and 
oe þ L 
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inimita- 


L 
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inimitable, Gen. 1. 3. And God ſaid, Let there 
be lig ht, and there was light. No ſooner ſaid 
then done. This is an Evidence of an Oom- 
nipotent Power. Lang inus, although an Hea- 


then, makes a proper Remark upon this Ex- 


pre ſſion, viz, That it was becoming the Ma- 
jeſty and Grandure of the Divine Being, and 
ſhew'd him that wrote it to haye been Divine- 
ly Infpirea.. | 

2. That God Eternal, is what we may con- 
clude, from Conſideration of the Nature of the 
Divine Beings God could nòt be Omnipotent, 
if He were not Eternal. Omnipotency be- 
longs not to that Being that had a Beginning. 
Whaiſ:ever hath a Beginning, was once No- 
ching; and when it was nothing could act no- 
thing. Where there is nothing there is no 
power. So if He ſhould ceaſe to be, there 


would then be no Power. A Creature that 


hath beginning and ending, may in the time 
of its being, have had Power, but not all Power 


nor was Omnipotent. That which is Om- 


nipotent cannot be made Miſerable, nor made 


not to be. He can do nothing to purpoſe, as an 
O mnipotent Being, that cannot preſerve him- 


ſelf trom Outward force or Inward decay, 
This is the Teftimony of Reaſon, and Revela- | 
tion agrees to the ſame. Rev. 1.8, J am Alpl 
and Omega, the Beginning and the Ending, ſaith the | 
Lord, which was, and which it, and which is to 
bent, 
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come, the Almighty. There is an inſeparable 
relation between Omnipotence and Eternity, 
and Immortality a conſequence of both, 1 Tim. 
1. 17. Now to the King Eternal, Immortal, Inui- 
ſible, the only Wiſe God, be Honour and Glory for 
ever and ever, Amen. 


3. Fe is a Sclf- Exiſtent Being. That which 


is without Beginning or End, mufi have the 
Root ot its being in its ſelf; For;evcry being 
! muſt either Exiſt of it ſelf, A not of it ſelf. 
That which Exiſts not of its ſe!{, muſt derive 
its Exiſtence from {rme other, and ſo have a 
| beginning and be dependent, and conſequently 
be neither Omnipotent. nor Eternal. Ihis is 
the Voice of Reaſon, conformible to the Teſti- 
3 mony of Divine Revelation; Exod, 3. 14. And 
3 God ſaid unto Moſes, Il AM THATI AM : 


and be ſaid, This ſhalt thou ſay unto the children of 


| Iſrael, I A M hath ſent me unto you. It ſeems 
deſigned by the Holy Spirit in theſe words, to 


prove both Eterxity and Selt-Exiftence : God 


is of Himſelf and for Himſelf. 


4. God is Infinite ; And Infinite He muſt be, 


2 becauſe he can be Limited by no other as to 
his Exiſtence, being Self. Exiſtent. For if 
there were any Being able to Limit Him, He 
muſt be Inferior to that Being, He muſt in 
that caſe be Dependent, and conſequently not 
7 Omnipotent, not Eternal, not Self-Exiſtent; 
| Lecauſe He muft be e to that Being tor 


being 
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being what He is, and that He is not confined 
to narrower Limits. Beſides, if Bis Preſence 
were any where Excluded, He would not be 
there ; and if not there, He might be ſuppoſed 
to be not elſewhere: and thus * He might be 
ſuppoſed not to bz at all. 


This is the Teſtimony not only of Reaſon 
but of Divine Revelation, P ſal. 149. 5. Great is 
our Lord and /g t Power, His underſtanding is 


Infinite, God is every where, Pſal. 139. 77 


Whither ſhall 1 go from thy Spirit? or whither ſhall 


1 flee from thy Preſence ? If I aſcend up into Heaven, | 
thou art there; if 1 make my bed in Hell, bebold thou | 
art there, If I take the wings of the Morning and 
dwell in the uttermoſt parts of the Sea, even there | 
ſhall thy Hand lead me, and thy right Hand ſhall hold 


me. In the ſame manner we might offer Proof 
of the Reality of the Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Holi. - 
neſs, Mercy and Patience of the Divine Being, 


and all His other Moral Perfections. 


Unity of the Divine eing. That there is but 


One GOD, this may be Proved by Reaſon from 
the Perfection of His Nature. If there could 
be Two cr more Beings, each by himſelf Ab- 
ſolutely Perfe&t, they muſt be either of the ſame 
or of different Natures. Of the ſame they can- 


— 
1 — 


— 
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III. The Two Witneſſes agree with reſpect to the | 


not 
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not be, becauſe both being perfect with the 
ſame kind of Perfection, they would bs th: 
ſame and be but One. Nor can they be of dif- 


ferent or contrary Natures, for then things of 


the ſame Nature would be of contrary Nitures, 
Which is a contradiction. 


But more particularly, 


1. This appears from the Conſid ration of Omni; 
prtency, There cannot be Two--Jur more that. 


are Omnipotent ; for if we can ſuppoſe this, 


then we muſt ſuppoſe them to zgree, or differ; 


ik they differ and are contrary to each other, 
then there will be juſt as much Power on one 
2 ſide, or with one as there is with the other, 
which would bring it to an even Balance: As 
2 when two equal Weights are put into Scales, it 
is the ſame as if there was nothing in them. 
When equal Powers oppoſe each other, they 
can do nothing, and ſo in that reſpect are as 
nothing: So that there muſt be no Omnipotent 


Being, or but One. 


2. We may conclude from the Eternity of God 


1 that there is but One God, If He be the Firſt and 
the Laſt, the Alpha and Omega, there cannot 
be Two or more that are Firſt and Laſt To 
be Firſt and not to be Firſt, is a contradiction. 
There may be Three Perſons in the Godhead, 
but not Three Gods. 


| He fil Heaven and Cette Jer: 23:34 If all Space 


3. If He be Infinite, there can be but One God. 


be 


* * 
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be filled, there cannot be room for more of the 
ſame kind. It is io ſuppoſe a certain Space to 
be filled, and not to be filled. To ſuppoſe two 
Infiaites is infinitely impoſſible. We might 
thus go on to Argue from the other perfecti- 
ons or Attributes of Gd, which would afford 
us the like ſure Foundation for the proof of the 
Unity of the Divine Being. 

This we ſee the Witneſs and Teſlimony of 
Reiſon; aad Divine Revelation Witneſſeth to 
the ſame truth; Deus. 6. 4. Hear, O Iſrael, the 
Lord thy God is One Lord. Mat. x2. 32. For there 
35 One God, and there is none other but He. 1 Tim. 
2. F- For there is one God, and one Mediator be- 
tween God and men, the Man Chriſt Feſus. 


Objedtimn. If it ſhould be Objected here, That 
in as much as the gentral Conſent of Mankind bas 
been produced as a Proof of there being a God ; Why 
may not a general Conſent be as good a Proof of there 
being Many Gods? Many Gods bave been worſhip= 
pd, a multiplicity of Idols bave been called Gods, ac- 
k 1owleged and wr ſhipped as ſuch, If it be a good 
Argument in one caſe, why not in the other, ſince 
mankind were not more univerſally agreed in wor- 
flipning a God, than they were in worſhipping many 
falſe Gods ? 

For Anlwer, 

(r) This Conſent is net ſo general as is pretended, 
For the World was never without ſome wor⸗ 
Wippers of the One True GOD, the Maker and 

Governour 
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Governour of the Univerſe. And in the moſt 
prrvailing times of Idolatry, the whole Nation 
of the Jer, a great, potent and flouri hing 
People, were the worſhippers of tae Lord JE- 
OV AH ; together with ſuch Numbers of Pro- 
ſclites as joined wich them : And even in the 
Heat hen Verla, there were thoſe who Exerciſed, 
the Powers given them, and ſaw that the Vani. 
ties of the Heathen could nog give Rain, nor- 
were worthy the Name of Gods. They be- 
lieved the Unity of the Divine Being Ot this 
belief was Socrates, antl in this Faith he died, and 
For this truth he loſt his Life. That there is 
one only GOD, is become at preſeat the pre- 
Failing Opinion in the world. 


3 (2) We are to Conſider the difference between 
Natural Reaſon and Natural Inclination There 
are ſtrong and almoſt invincible Inclinations in 
Humane Nature, to the worſhip of God, How ' 

vch ſoever Heathens were miltaken as to the 
Object of worſhip, yet they agreed that ſome 
Jort of worſhip ſhould be paid. We find fo 
many things out of our reach aad beyond our 
Dower ſo many difficulties, from which we can 
Þy no means Extricate our ſelves, and fo many 
Uangers to which we are Expoſed and from 
WI hich we cannot deliver our ſelves ; it is natu- 
fal to us to fly for help ſome where: We are 
pawilling to let go all hope, and give up our 
ſelxes a prey to deſpair ; therefore caſt * 
1 9 
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for help and divine aid. Thus Fonab's Mari- 7} 
ners, they followed this inclination of Nature, 
and were moved by this Impulle to thoſe Ap- 
plications they made, when the Wind was high, 
the Tempelt great, and Shipwreck almolt una- 
voidable : Jonah I. 5. Then the mariners were | 
afraid, and cried every man unto bis God. And 
greatly blamed Jonah for his neglect. Ver, 6. 
What meancſt thou, O ſleeper ? ariſe, call upon thy | 
Gad, if ſo be that God will think upon us, that we 


per iſh nat. 


They ſeem'd not to be much concern'd what 
Object was apply'd to for help, ſo that they 
did not neglect the Duty. Every one called upon 
hi God; which is a plain Argument that this 


univerſal Conſent in Religion, was more owing 


to the impulſes and tendences of a Reaſonable 
Nature, than to the clear and diſtinct Principles 
of Natural Reaſon: For Reaſon always joins 
the Act and the Object together |; but Natural 
Inclinations are a blind and confuſed Principle 
of Action, which thruſts forward to Action 
without a clear perception of its Object; and is 
much the ſame as the Appetite in the Body & 
the Paſſions of the Mind, which are deſigned by | 
the gteat Author of Nature, not to direct us what 
to do ( that is the wol k of Reaſon & wiſe Conſi- 
deration) but to Excite us more vigorouſly to 
Action and to put us in mind that ſomthing is 
to be done. And therefore as men act very 
. fooliſhly | 
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fooliſhly who ſuffer themſelves to be hurried 
away by their Appetites and Paſſions, without 
expecting the direction and government of 
Reaſon ( 
do thoſe men who follow their Natural Inclina- 
tions, without directing them to their proper 


for wiſdom is profitable to direct) ſo 


This gives a plain account how the Inclina- 


tions to Religious Worſhip may be Natural, and 
yet the univerſal Practiſe of the Heathen world 
for ſo many Ages, in worſhipping thoſe things 
for God, which are no Gods, and in worſhip- 
ping a great many falſe Gods, inſtead of One 
True God, be no Argument that there are 
many Gods, or more Gods than One. No more 
than that our Intemperance or Extravagant 
ſally's of our Paſſions, are Reaſonable and Juſt. 
As the Irregularities & Diſorders we are guilty 
of when we give a looſe to our Appetites and 
Paſſions, is for want of a due Exerciſe of Reaſon 
and Religion, ſo is all the Idolatty and Folly 
the World ſtands charged with, it is from fol- 
lowing Natural Inclination, without the di- 
rection of Reaſon. 
chief that ariſeth from our ſuffering the inferior 
Power to uſurp dominion over Reaſon, which 
ſhould be the governing Principle. 
ſource & fountain of a great deal of Evil. This 
is what the wiſe man complains of, Eccl., 10.6, 
2 Poly is ſet in great dignity,and the rich is ſet in a low 


There is a vaſt deal of mi{ſ. 


This is the 


place, 


. 
' 
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lace. I have ſeen ſervants upon borſes, and princes | 


as ſer vant wa ling upon the earth, 


It was this neglett of Reaſon, that rendred ; 


the Heathen world inexcuſcble: As we may ſee 3 
in Rom. 1+ 19, 20. Becauſe that which may be 


known if God, is maniſe#t in them, for God hath 


ſhewed it to them · For the inviſible things of bim 


from the creation of the world are clearly ſeen, being 
underſtood by the things that are made, even bis eter- 
nal Power and Godbeed, ſo that they are without Ex- 
cuſe. Thus while the Heathens followed this 
Inclination, and neglected the Exerciſe of Rea- 
ſon, as the Apoſtle leis them know they might 


have done and ought to have done, to what an 


AbjeR ſtate did they reduce themſelves ? What 
a mean Figure did they make when they paid 
Divine Honours to the moſt contemptible of 


Creatures? 


Plutareb obſerves, That the Egyptians wor- | 


ſhipped the S-arabæu, which is 2 fort of Bugg 


that breeds and feeds on Dung, Which kind 
of idolatry Moſes probably abudes to, where 
he ſpeaks of the Egyptian Idelatry, Deut. 29. 17. 
Where the word rendred Idol, ſignifies + Duns | 
Gods. As a confirmation of this Obſervation ! 
of Plutarcb, Idols cut out of Stone have in theſe | 
times been found in that Land, in the form and 
bigneſs of that Reptile. As this Obſervation | 
reflects Light on this Text, ſo it leads us to a 
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2 Conſideration of that Remark of the Apoſtle's, 
Ron, 23 And changed the glury of the uncor, uptible 
6 , in o an image made | ke to corruptible man, and 
to birds, and our f oe beaſts, and ( REE PING 
2 THINGS, Thus they acted below the dignisy 


of their N+ture, Frofeſ/ing themſelves to be wiſe, 


f they became / ools, Vir. 22+ 


Al:ho' the Heathea worſhipped many Gods & 


mean Gods; aud altho' it became a common 
practiſe, Vet this is fo far from proving hat 
it is brought to prove, that it may rather be 
conſid ei ed as a root that there is ſome cert-in 
2 lupreme Divine Being: For where God has 
2 implanted an inclination, appetite or paſſion, 
we may beſure there is an Object ſuited to each. 
There is Hunger & Th:rit, for which appeti.es 
there is a proviſion of Meat and Drink, If 
there be Fear, there is ſomething to bz Feared; 


it Hope, where is ſomthing to be Defircd or 


3 Hoped for: So if there be a natural inclina ion 
to Worſhip.there muſt be ſome Object to whom 
this Worlbip is to be paid. That there is a 
God is the voice of Reaſon, that there ate many 
£ 7} Gods allowed and worthipped, is either from 
the Corruption of Reaſon, or rather from its 
2 loaQtivity. 


IV Both Witneſſes agree that this One GOD it 
the Supreme Governour of the Univerſe ; Upbolds, 


Direct, Provides for and Governs all things» Or 


in ether words, That there is @ Divine Providence. 
. This 


Sud 
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The Creature is as unable to uphold it ſelf in be- 
ing, as it was to bring ii ſelf into being. As it was 
unable to make itſelf, ſo it is unable to provide 


for it ſelf. As the Creatures were unable to give 


themſelves the Beauty, Order & Harmony that 
we obſerve in them, ſo are they unable to uphold 
themſelves in Order. Nothing is as unable to pro- 
duce Order, as Nothing is unable to produce Some- | 
thing The Wiſdom of God is with the creature 


to govern it, as Power was with it to make it 


or give it a being. This his government is Moral, 
Natural, & judicial. Moral Government is God's 
Governing intelligent beings by Laws ſuited to 
their Nature. He muſt therefore Know and 
Search the Heart. And as there is no heart that 
He ſearches not, fo there is no heart but He F 
governs, The Natural World is no leſs under 

His Government, He exerciſeth a ſpecial Go⸗ 
vernment over His Church; Which may be 
compared to FEzekiel's Wheel:, in which there 
was 4 Wheel within a Wheel. He is the grand 
Parent cf the World, and He provides for and 
governs the whole Family of the World. He 
orders all things after the beſt Manner, and di- 


res them to the beit End. 


As He alone has an intire View of the whole 
Creation, and Knows every thing & Sees every 
thing as it is; Knows all their Powers, Princi- 
ples and Properties. He alone can and doth | 


N 
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Thus Divine Revelation gives in the ſame 


* Teftimony : He exerciſeth a Univerſal Do- 
* minion, Pſal. 103. 19, The Lord hath prepared 
his Throne in the Heavens, and hu Kingdom ruleth 
over all. Bleſs the Lord ye hu Angels, that excel 
in ſlrength, that do his commandments, bearkening 
to the voice of his word, Bleſs ye the Lord, all ye 
2 bis Hoſts, ye Miniflers of his that do his pleaſure. 
The higheſt and preateſt - are under His 
Dominion. It is by Him chat Kings Reign. 
He ſets up and pulls down Kings and King- 
doms. All depend upon Him for ſupply and 
7! ſupport : He openeth his Hand and ſupplieth 
the Wants of every living thing. The A- 
poſtle faith, Act. 17. 26 He hath determined the 
times before appointed, and the-bounds of their ha- 
2? bitation, Ver. 28, For in him we live, move, and 
have our being: And he adds as agreeable to 
the light of Nature and the ſentiments of the 
2 Heathen, as their own Poets had ſaid, For we 
are alſo his Off-foring. 


Our SAVIOUR alſo faith, Mar.r0.29, 30 Are 


not two Sparrows ſold for a fart hing? and one of 
them ſhall not fall on the ground without your Father. 
But the very bairs of your head are all numbred. 


This His Providence and Rule is not only 


1 Univerſal, but it is alſo Perpetual and without 
End: Dan. 4. 3. How great are his ſigns ! and how 
1 mighty are bis wonders! His kingdom u an ever= 
laſting kingdom, and his dominion i from genera - 


D 2 tion 
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tion to generation. This is not only a well At- 
teſted truth, but it is a Comfortable Truth. 
Pal 97. 1. The Lord reignetb, let the Earth re- 


joice: Let the multitude of Iſles be glad thereof, 


V. Both Witneſſes agree that this One GOD and 
Sovereign RULER is to be Worſhipped. When 
we conſider Him as GOD over all, and Rich 
vnto all that cal) vpon Him; when we conſider ! 
Him as a GOD ot all poſſible Perfections; as 
cloath'd with Immortality, and Light 2s with 
a g:rment ; as worthy of Adoration and Wor- 
ſhip; as a Being on whem we depend, and 
from whom we derive all that we have & are; 
the GOD of our Life and the length of our 
Days: When we conſider Him as the Supreme | 
Governour over all, and kindly providing for 
all ; who opens his bountiful Hand and fartisfics | 
the deſires of every living thing: When we 
conſider the inclination ol Nature, can we think 
it any other than Reaſonable that we ſnould 
Worſhip Eim in the beſt manner that we 
can? The Obligations we ate under to this, 
and the Reaſonableneſs of it, will farther ap- | 
pear, from a conſideration of the nature of 


Worſhip in general. 


If we take it in its largeſt Extents, as it is a 
expreſſive of the Regard we have to the Di- 
vie Being, it conſiſts in theſe Three things, | 


1. Thy | 


(0) Py gs 


i Minds. 


bw | bu OA . . A. 


ſo as to fear leſt we ſhould Offend Him. Wha 
can think of Him and not admire his Excel- 
lencies? Who can think of bis Immenſity, E- 
3 ternity, Immutability, and his other incommu- 
nicable Attributes, and not Adore him? Who 
can think of theſe Perieitions, and not be 
greatly Humbled before him? Can we Name 
his Goodneſs, Patience, Poweſ, Wiſdom ; the 
Advantages of which we Experience every 
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1. The inward £f{:tions and Diſþ:ſi ions of our 


2. The Expreſſion of this Affection by cur Mout his. 
3. By the Actions of our Life. 


1. We Worſhip Him in the Inward Af ions of 


our Minds, when we have impreſſed upon them à 
belief of His Being, Attributes and ¶&Aoral Per- 
fections. That He is a Being of Himſelf; that 
He bath Life in Himſelf, Joh 5. 26. And that 
{He is for Himſelf; that he is Infinite, Eter- 
nal, Omnipotent, Wile, and only Wite, Holy, 
3 Juſt and Gocd. We are to believe that he is, 
and that he is a Rewarder of them that dili- 
2 gently ſeek Him. If theſe Truths are more 
than meer matter of Knowledge or Specula- 
tion floating in our minds, but are fo believed 
as to fink deep into cur hearts, regulate and 
influence our Lives; diſpoſe us to ſet our ſelves 
as in the light of his Countenance; awe us with 
ga belief of his Divine Majeſty and Per ſection: 


2 


day, 


| 
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day, and his loving Kindneſs which is better 
than Life, and not love him, fear him, truſt in 
him, and cal] upon our Souls and all that is 


within us to bleſs his Name? 


This is Internal Worſhip ; and to the Rea- 
ſon of the thing, we may add the Divine Tefti- 
mony, very agreeably hereunto, Mat, 22, 37. 


Fe/us ſaid unto him, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy 


God with all thy Heart, with all thy Soul, and with 


all thy Mind, 


Again; Can we conſider him as Supreme 
Ruler and Governour of the Univerſe 3; who 
hath defended us from impending. Dangers, 1 
provided for us and ſupplied our Neceſſities, 
inriched us with the bleſſings of his Goodneſs, 
prevented us with his Mercy; has laid for us 
the lines of our Habitations, and has given us 
a gocdly Heritage? Weare to acknowledge | 
Divine Providence in the mavifeſtations of it; 
not aſctibing to Nature, Fortune or Chance, 
that which belongs to GOD alone. When 
we ſay, That this or that is the work of Na- 
ture, we muſt mean things being acted by 
thoſe Laws & Rules that the great Governour 
and Direttor of the World has fixed for a Rule 
in the caſe, We ſay Nature produceth after 
its Kind. Every Plant bearing ſeed after its 
Kind, was the fixed Law of the Creator. When 
we ſpeak of Nature, Fortune, Chance, and the 
like, we muſt mean Divins Providence, or ** ] 
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ſet up Idols of our Inventions, or rather uſe 
Words that have no meaning at all. 


If there be then a Divine Providence, as we 


have ſhewed, there is a neceſſity of Divi: e 


2 Worſhip. Is He Supreme Governour & Liz 


rector? Should we not then ſubmit to his Dif- 
2 poſal, be patient under Afflictions, be thanktul 
for Benefits and Deliverances, and truſt in him 
for Deliverance; hope in him for Supplies, and 
caſt our Care upon him Who careth for us? 
Who will bring good out of evil, light out of 
darkneſ, order out of confuſion, and me ke all 
*things to work together for good to thoſe that 
Jcoufice in Him. When black Clouds are 
dran over us, when his way is in the Whirl- 
wind; when the Heathen rage and the People 
imagine a vain thing, we may then comfort 
Jour (elves with this, I hat Pe that ſitteth in 
the Hcavens ſhall laugh atthem, He that ſit⸗ 
teth upon the Floods ſhall and will bring all 
*things to an happy Iſſue 


And thus having {poken of Inward Worſhip, 


that is that Interi.al Regard we bear towards 
God in the Aﬀettions of our Minds, we come, 


2. To conſider, The Obligations we are under to 


Mo ſhip Him with our Mouths. If God be, as has 
been proved, we do not conſider him, nor treat 
him as he is, nor conſider our ſelves as we are, 
if we do not Worſhip him with our Mouths, 
AM we have inward Affection, chere will be out- 


ward 


1 
; 
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ward Exprefſion : Out of the abundance of the | 

heart the mouth ſpeakech It we think high- 
ly of Him, we ought to {peak ſo too. here / 
are Two ways whereby ue Worihip God wich Jp 
our Mouths, which we ſhall now ſpeak of. qt 


(1) We Hinour God with our Mouth, when we | w 


witneſs a good Proſeſſim, and confeſs our Belief of 0 


Him and hs Truths before Men. For if God be, I ic 
as he has heenprov'd to he, we ſhould not only | re 
Worihip him with the Aﬀettions of our Mind, Ine 
but honour him before Men, and promote the OL 
Knowledge of him & his Truths in the world. v 
This we ſhould do, how harttul ſy ever it may . 
be to our Temporal lntereſt: For we cannot fi 
deny Him & his Truths, without being guilty JH 
cf the greateſt Fal hood. ate 
And as it is agreeable to Reaſon and Juſtice, i as 
to Repreſent things as they are; and not by 
our denial toRepieſent them as they are not: 4 
So we find the ſame thing R<quired by cur. or 
SAVIOUR himielf, Mat.1o 32 Whoſoever ſhal MN 


| confeſs me bef ore men, him will I confeſs before my V 


Father which is in beaves? : but whoſoever ſhall dem ur 
me before men, him will l alſo deny before my Father m 
which is in heaven. Nay, it we ſhould not deny i m 
him, but were aſhamed of him, this would bei in 
a fault. But more particularly to the preſent iff th 
caſe, is that, Rom, 10.10. With the heart man be- V 
lie vetb unto righteouſneſs, and with the mouth con- tr 


feſſion s made unto ſalvation. th 
(2) Ve 
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(2) We Worſhip & Honour Him with our Mouth 


ben we pay Him that Service, which in common 
2 freaking is called Religious Worſhip, As when we 
Pray unto him, and take upon us to ſpeak unto 


the Lord, who are but duſt and aſhes. When 


2 we pray unto him, praying aid & help in time 
of need, for ſupplies in time of want; for de- 
ſence in time of danger; for conduct and di- 
3 rettion in time of difficulty; for the ſorgive- 
2 neſs of our Sins; for victorꝭ and conqueſt over 
our Enemies; and fox all thoſe good things we 
want both for our ſelves and others. As alſo 
2 when we render Thanks to him for the bleſ- 
I ſings of goodneſs, and Benefits we receive at 
2 His hands. And when we Sing his Praiſes and 


tell of his wonderful Works, and wait upon him 


as becomes his Servants. 


(3) And laſtly, When we Worſhip him in all the 
Actions of our Lives. For if we Worſhip him 
only in Words, it is but a ſolemn Hypocr'fy. 
We ſhould ſeek to know his Will, and do it. 
We ſhould yield to him a ſincere, chcarful & 
univerſal Obedience: So ſhall we not be aſha- 
med when we have reſpect to all his Com- 
mandments. We ſhould attend upon Him 
in all the Duties of Religion, and walk in all 
the Commandments of the Lord blameleſs. 
We ſhould aim at his Glory in all the common 
tranſactions of our Lives: x Cor.10.3 1.Whetber 
therefore ye eat or drink, + whatſoever ye do, do all 

to 
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to the glory of God. We have no true Affection 
to him in our hearts, nor do we Worſhip him 
in ſpirit and in truth, if there be not this Re- 
gularity of our conduct: This wil) be the beſt 
evidence of our Sincerity, and the greateſt ho- 
nour we can do our ſelves. To Obey is better 
than Sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of x 
Rams, 1 


ons, as has been ſhewed; both Reaſon & Divine 


Revelation agree, that he ſhould be Worſhip- |. 


ped in a moſt ſincere aud devout manner. 


VI. Both Witneſſes agree that there is 4 Real | 
and Unalterable difference between Moral Good H- | 


Evil. The difference between Moral good & 


"7 


evil, is more than what conſiſts in Name, or | 
mens notions of things; Nor doth this diffe- 
rence arife from Cuſtom, Education, or Hu- 
mane appointment, but from the Eſſential and 
Eternal difference that there is in the Things | 
themſelves. There is as Real a Difference 
between Moral good and evil, as there is be- 
tween Natural good & evil. No man thinks 
there is no difference between Pain & Pleaſure, | 
between Health and Sickneſs, or Fulneſs and | 
Want? For no Affliction ſor the preſent is | 
joyous but grievous. What ever good may a- | 
riſe from it, is not originally from its nature, | 
but is ad ventitious . It is the voice ef Reaſon, | 
that Truth and Falſhood are oppoſite in their | 


Own 


* 


There being à God of all poſſible Perfe@is | 
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n 7 own nature; Juftice and lyjuſtice, Kindneſs 
and Cruelty, Pride and Humility, Patience & 
„ | 3 Impatience differ from each other in their 
ton nature: And he that by word or deed, 
„would confound the nature of theſe things, 
x | doth as good as ſay there is no difference be- 
of | | tween theſe things; that Vertue and Vice are 
the ſame. 7 

1. Revelation nyt only concurs with Reaſon, 
je but even denounceth a Wo againſt thoſe that 
would deftroy this difference.ſo oppoſite in 
their natures ; For hereby they would ſubvert 
all Order and deftroy all Religion. Iſa. 5.20. Wo 
ts them that call evil good, and good evil; that put 
<4 7 darkneſs for light, and light for darkneſs; that put 
& bitter for ſweet, and ſweet for bitter, As dark- 
or neſs and light, bitter and ſweet are contrary 
to each other, ſo is Moral good & evil. Theſe 
a- [7 contraries are made uſe of to repreſent Good 
d and Evil, Joh. 3. 19. And this is the condemnation, 
% | that light u come into the world, and men loved 
ce 7 darkneſs rather than light, Vertuous perſons 
are ſaid to be Children of the Day; and Vice 
is called the unfruitful works of Darkneſs, 
which we ſhould Reprove. | 

d There are Two ways by which men ordina- 
15 7 rily go about to confound the Notions we have 
a- of the difference between good and evil. 


1 1+ By making their own Inclinations, corrupt Pe- 
fres & Intereſt, the only rule & meaſure of judging 
e what 


— 
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what is good and e vil · What ever therefore is 


pleaſing to their ſenſual Appetite, or ſerveth 
their worldly Inclination, that they call good, | 
Jet it be never ſo contrary to what is truly juſt |: 
& good. This they will allow, purſue & indulge | 
themſelves in, as real good, What affords pre- | 


ſent Profit or Pleaſure; that is, it not called 
good, yet is ſought for as a god thing: What 
they diſlike and have, an avenſion to, that by 
them is neglefted.,,and hated as evil, Good, 


eicher real or fuppoſed, is the. Object of deſire ; |? 


and Evil is the Object of averſion. When we 
ſee men live in a way of Evil, they practically 
call that evil, good. It is not the Atheift only 
who deſtroys the difference between good and 


evil, but men that pretend to more juſt no- 
tions of things. So far as men live & act by 


this Rule, and make their Carnal Deſires the 


meaſure of judging, ſo far they are guilty of 


the Prophet's charge, (Iſa 5.20.) When Fonab's 
Paſſions were above his Reaſon and Piety, he 
Tiith, Ir u good for me to be angry to Death, Jonah 
4 9. The wick: d Hnsbandmen thought it good 


to kill the Heir, that the Inheritance might be] 


theirs: 


2. Another way of confounding the true notion of | 
Vice and Vertue, or of calling good evil, and evil 


good, u by a change of Names. This is an old] 


Approved and long practiſed method of thoſe | 


that hays labourgd in this cauſe, S 
Names 
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Names are only certain Signs or Marks that 


men have agreed upon to be uſed to diſtin- 
guiſh one thing from another. So that in- 
ſtead of the Name that any thing bears, it 
might have had a name quite different; and it 
would have done as well, as the Name it now 
bears. But when any thing has a Name by 
7! which we know jc from another thing, then for 
particular Perſyns to change theſe Names; 
take the Name of one thing and put it upon 
another thing of, a contrdry nature, is to render 
Speech uſeleis and all Language inſignificant. 


Names ordinarily do not ſpring from the 


Nature of things; but are given at pleaſurc, 
by common conſeat ; and therefore conſe- 
quently there is nothing good or evil in 
Names: Yet when a Name has been long uſcd 


to ſignify any certain Vertue or good thing, 


! when that Name is named, there goeth with 


it the notion of that good thing which it has 
ſo long uſed to ſignify, and cannot be preſent- 
ly ſeparated. When Evil has the Name of 
Good, and Vice the Name of Vertue, any vicc 
or evil with this borrow'd Name, is like a 


| Wolf in Sheeps-cloathing, it may deceive for 


a while and do much harm. The Voice in- 


| deed is Jacob's, but the Hands are Eſau's. 


Thus men call Covetouſneſs good Husban- 


dry; Debauchery, Prophaneſs and Idleneſs is 


called by the name of good Fellowſhip, good 
. Humour, 


they Joyp 
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Humour, and a ſociable Temper. Unchaſtity } 
goes by the Name of Gallantry, and Luft by |: 


the name of Love, 


And on the contrary, Sincerity & Upright- f 
neſs is called Singularity, and true Zeal is calld |: 


Hypocriſy. 


It is a thing univerſally .allowed, although | 
but ſeldom pratiſed, viz. That Private Inte⸗ 
reſt muſt give place to the Pullick Good; and 
the good of particular perſons muſt yield to 
that of the whole. He that acts upon theſe | 
Principles, is in high Efteem, has a ſhining & | 
amiable Character, and ſtands in an advanta- 
gious Light; this is what is called Publick ſpirit : Þ 


And the perſon that governs himſelf by this 
Rule, is a Publick ſpirited man, To make ſuch 
an one, there is required ſuch an aſſemblage of 
Vertues as renders the perſons of ſuch a ſpirit 
truly Venerable. For there is in the com 

ſition, Juftice, Charity, true greatneſs of Mind, 
and a laudable Self-love ; and therefore no 
wonder if much of this is pretended to, when 


Envy and Hatred, goes under this Name. 


Sounds are inſtead of Senſe, and Names ſerve 
for Things, till the thin diſguiſe is ſeen |}: 


through and it appears that men have been | 
calling good evil, and evil good; have put | 


light 


nothing of ic is really intended. Oh! for the 
ublick:mens private Intereſt gtheir Ambition, | 
Pride, Covetouſnels, nay, their very Revenge, 


10 * TY Yu Re — — WV . 


8 n 


and Divine Revelation, 35 


light for darkneſs, and darkneſs for light: and 
vo to them that do ſo. 


By the way, It makes much for the honour 


and credit of Vertue and Goodneſs, that bad 
men, who have no true love to it, yet to carry 
on their wicked deſigns, they are obliged to 
2 diſſemble their Vices, and pretend to thoſe 
7 Virtues which they can lay no claim to. For 
as bad as the Wörld is, Bare:-fac'd-wickedneſs 
will fo far diſcredit a man and his deſigns, that 
he cannot long ſacceed in them, A Knave is 
7 ebliged to pretend to Honeſty ; and fo to 
! compaſs his delign, will call evil good, and 


good evil, 


VII. Both Witneſſes agree, that in Men there © 
Univerſal Depravity of Nature, and Corruption of 


| Manners, This is what the Heathens were 


ſenſible of and made it a Subject of frequent 
Complaint ; Yet could not account for it; had 
various Cor jectures about it: And although 
there was nothing they were mote certain of, 


than this Depravity and general Corruption, 
yet there was nothing they were more uncer- 
tain about, as the Cauſe of it. 


But Revelation has given light in the affair. 
Rom, 5. 12. Wherefore à by one man Sin entred 


into the world, and Death by ſin , aud ſo death paſſed 
upon all men, for that all have ſinned, Ver. 18. 


Therefore . by the Offence of one, judgment came 
upon 
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upon all men to condemnation: Even ſo by the Righ : 
reouſneſs of One, the free gift came upon all men 
unto jaftification of Life. From within, out of 
the heart, proceedsMurders, Adulteries, Thefts, | 
Fornications ; A Root of Bitterneſs within 
ſpringing up, brings forth gall and wormwood, 
We are bent to Sin; have corrupted our ways, 
So that if God ſhould make us as Miſerable, as 
we have rendred our ſelves Sinful, our caſe 
would be deplorable. If God ſhould be ſtrict 
- mark our Iniquities, who could ſland before 
im ? 


VIII. Both Witneſſes agree, that there are Reward: 
and Puniſhments to be Expetted. That is, Thath 
thoſe that do Well, ſhall receive Rewards; and thoſeÞ 
that do Il, muſt expect to meet with deſerved Puniſh: 
ments, 


Our Reaſon infers it from theſe following i 
particular heads of Argumentation. 


1. We conclude it from the nature of Moral 

po and evil, That there is a vaſt difference 

n the Nature of theſe things, we have ſhewed 
already. 


2. Me conclude it from the nature of Government 
in general, and 60 D' Government in particular. cor 


3+ From the general Expect ation of Men; their 
Fears when they bave done 10, and Hopes when: the) 
have done Well. | 


- 
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1. We conclude it from the nature of good and 
eil. That which ai eth from the nature of 
Jeood & evil, is what we call, Natural Rewards 
Sand Puniſhments. | 


We may conclude there are Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments, from the nature of good and evil. IntEm- 
erance carrries with it ſome part of its own 
uniſhment : It deſtroys a man's Reputation, 
it waſts his Subſtance, conſumeth his Time, de- 
ſtroys his Conſtitutĩon; and in time breaks the 
intellectual Powers, and brings fuch ruins upon 
he nobleſt faculties of the Mind, as renders a 
man far more inſupportable than one that is 
naturally fooliſh; The wiſe man ſpe: ks of the 
mileries that are the attendants & conſequen- 
ces of this Vice, Prov. 23 29, 30. No bat b wo 2 
1h: who hath ſorrow ? who hath contentions ? who bath 
abling ? who hath wounds without cauſe ? who hath 
redneſs of eyes ? They that tarry long at the wine, 
they that go to ſeek mixt wine. 

So they that ſpeak Falſely and are known 
to do ſo, will immediately have this Puniſh- 
nc:Bment, Not to be believed when they ſpeak 
ſedſſ rue, if it is their deſire and intereſt to be be- 

lieved. | 
zent So he that is Idle brings himſelf to want & 
r. Ncontempt. The ſlothful is cloath'd with rags. 
He that is Temperate, juſt in his Dealings, 
true to his Word, diligent in his Buſineſs, be 
Will find the advantages of it. So in this * 
E 6 
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it was that the Heathens ſaid, That Vertue! 
carried with it its own Reward. | + 

This is the natural tendency of Vertue and 
Vice; Yet ſemetimes Vertue is run down, and; 
Vice is triumphant : The righteous are plagued 
every day, while the wicked flouriſh like che 
green Bay tree. | 


2. We may conclude there are Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments,from the nature of Government in general, 
and GOD's Government in particular. To fup-F7. 
poſe a Government without Laws, is to enter - 
tain a notion contrary to the very nature off 
Government: And to ſuppoſe Laws without 
Penalties; that there is no Reward to the O- 
bedient, no Puniſhment for Offenders,doth de- 
face the juſt and natural notion we have ofÞ 
Government, any kind whatſoever, Hope & g; 
Fear are the great ſprings of Action: So that, 
where there is nothing to be feared in cafe ol 
Diſobedience, nor nothing to be hoped for in 
caſe of Obedience and a reward of it, there ali 
.Þretence of Authority and Government, is but 
a ſhadow, is vain and deluſory; and will be no 
more regarded than the Log in the Fable, | 

Government is the regulating all things un- 
der its Adminiftration by certain Laws; And 


- 
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of all things, as He is, and man as he © 4 Ratio- 
Final being, we may upon the whole conclude, 
17 That as certain as there is Moral Government 
in the world, ſo certain there are Rewards and 
' Puniſhments : Pſal. 31. 23. O love the Lord, all 
he bis ſaints » for the Lord preſerveth the faithful, 
nd plentifully rewardeth rhe proud doer. 


rf 3. We may couclude it from the general Ex- 
l, peftation of Mankind, that there will be a Retribu- 

4 tion of Rewards ad Puniſhments. This is fo 
o Powe rful and prevailing, that although perſons 

may be for a time, ſo amuſed with the plea- 

ng ſures of Time and Senſe, that their apprehen= 
JF ſions of theſe things may be leſſen'd, their 
x hopes and fears much abared, Yet they cannot 
Wholly ſhake them off, fo but as the Apoſtle 
Gaich, Rom. 2. 15. Their conſcience alſo bearing 


ay pitneſs,and their thoughts the mean while accuſing,or 
5 viſe excuſi ing one anot her. When a man has done 

al Fell, a perſon finds in himſelf a conſciouſneſs 
Wn of it, "accompanied with a certain pleaſing Ap- 


Þrobation : ; and when he has done Il, feels. 
The reproaches of a guilty Conſcience. And 
ſometimes where men by high-handed Tranſ- 
reſſions have greatly inflamed their account, 

here follows upon it, 4 certain fearful looking 
r of Judgment, and fiery Indignation which ſhall 


nol 


in- 
nd 
io 


* levour t he Adverſaries. 
As this is the voice of Reaſon, ſo it is of 
o Peripturg alſo, Prov. 24- 12+ -» Shall not he rex- 


aer 
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it was that the Heathens ſaid, That Vertue Þ, 


carried with it its own Reward. " 
This is the natural tendency of Vertue and Þ 
Vice; Yet ſemetimes Vertue is run down, and; 
Vice is triumphant: The righteous are plagued Þ 
every day, while the wicked flouriſh like che 
green Bay tree. 


2. We may conclude there are Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments, from the nature of Government in general, |, . 
and GOD's Government in particular. To fup- P 
poſe a Government without Laws, is to enter- 
tain a notion contrary to the very nature off, 
Government: And to ſuppoſe Laws without fur 
Penalties; that there is no Reward to the O- 
bedient, no Puniſhment for Offenders, doth de, Ih 
face the juſt and natural notion we have of 1 
Government, any kind whatſoever, Hope & gi: 
Fear are the great ſprings of Action: So that 
where there is nothing to be feared in cafe of elſe 
Diſobedience, nor nothing to be hoped for in w. 
caſe of Obedience and a reward of it, there alli of; 
Pretence of Authority and Government, is but Þ 
a ſhadow, is vain and deluſory ; and will be no the 
more regarded than the Log in the Fable, ſom 

Government is the regulating all things un- gre 
der its Adminiftration by certain Laws; Andy. 
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* © of all things, as He i, and man as he & 4 Ratio- 
nal being, we may upon the whole conclude, 
That as certain as there is Moral Government 
in the world, ſo certain there are Rewards and 
* Puniſhments : Pal. 31. 23. O love the Lord, al 
je bis ſaints 1 for the Lord preſerveth the faithful, 
und plentifully rewardeth rhe proud doer. 


| 3. We may couclude it from the gentral Ex- 
pect ation of Mankind, that there will be a Retribu- 
tion of Rewards and Puniſhments. This is fo 
powerful and prevailing, that although perſons 
may be for a time, ſo amuſed with the plea- 
ſures of Time and Senſe, that their apprehen- 
ſions of theſe things may be leſſen'd, their 
hopes and fears much abated, Yet they cannot 
wholly ſhake them off, ſo but as the Apofile 
faith, Rom. 2. 15, Their conſcience alſo bearing 
witneſ5,and their thoughts the mean while accuſing,or 
elſe excuſing one another, When a man has done 
Well, a perſon finds in himſelf a conſciouſneſs 
of it, accompanied with a certain pleaſing Ap- 
probation; and when he has done II), feels. 
the reproaches of a guilty Conſcience. And 
Jſometimes where men by high-handed Tranſ- 
greſſions have greatly inflamed their account, 
there follows upon it, 4 certain fearful looking 
or of Judgment, and fiery Indignation which ſhall 
0d Wdeveur the Adverſaries. 
As this is the. voice of Reaſon, ſo it is of 
Ler ipturg alſo, Prov. 24+ 12. -» Shal not he rex- 
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der to every man according to his works ? Rom.2.6- 
who will render to every man according to bus deed: : 
To then who by patient continuance in well- doing, 
ſeel for glory and honour, and immortality ;, eternal 
life 1 But unto them that are contentions, and do not 
obe / the truth, but obey unrighteouſneſs ; indignation 
and wrath, So, 2 Cor. 5 10. For we muſt al 
appear before the Judgment ſeat of Chriſt, that 
every one may receive the thing! done in the body, 
ac cor ding to that, he bath done, whether it be good 
er bad. As it is moſt certain, there is a GOD, 
ſo certain the.e are and will be Rewards and 
PFunihments. For he that cometh to God, muſt be- 
lie ve that he is, and that be i the Rewarder of them 
thar dilivently ſeek him, Heb 11. 6. As the Ex⸗ 

efta.ion of the righteous ſliall not fail, ſo nei- 
ther hall the wicked by any means eſcape his 
d2(erved Punithment. Neither the obſcurity 
of the Mean, nor the grandute of the Mighty 
mall ſcoure them. Rocks cunot hide, nor 
Mountains cover them. Rev. 6. 15. And the 
kings of the rarth, and 1e great men, and the rich 
men, and the chief captains, and the mishty mea, 
aud every hd. man, and every free- man, hid them- 
ſelves in th: den, and in the rocks of the mountains; 
Ad [aid to tbe mountains and racks, Fall on as, 
aa hid: us from tne face of him that ſitteth on th: 
Tarn, aud from the wrath of the Lamb. 


IX Both Witneſſes agree, that the Soul is Im- 
2 71 4l. Or, Toa: 506 & 15 a certain Principlt by 
lich 
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which we think, reaſon, divide, and conclude, which 
we call the Soul; which doth not dye with the Body. 
There is ſomething which the rage of Tyrants 
cannot deſtroy, which Outward accidents, or 
Inward diſeaſes cannot make an End of, nor 
Time it ſelf (which makes ſo great devaſta- 
tions ) cannot conſume. 


We may conclude this, 


1. From the foregoing Principles, viz. That there 
are Rewards and Puniſhments, In all wiſe and 
good Governments, Vertue muſt be ſo Re- 
warded, and Vice fo Puniſhed, and their Pro- 
portion ſo Ad juſted, as to anſwer the deſign 
of them, and ſerve the true ends of Govern- 
ment, and the Juftice of the Adminiſtration 
vindicated. It is true, this is but imperfealy 
done in all Humane Governments ; There is 
ſo much Partiality, Ignorance and Paſſion, ſeen 
and felt, that we do herein fall very much 
ſhort of abſolute Perſection: But in Divine 
Government, under the Influence & Direction 


«of a Juſt, Wiſe and Righteous Governour of 


the Univerſe, it may be expeded and muſt be 
ſappoſed. Now in the preſent ſtate of things, 
in the preſent ſituation of affair:, we find, that 
many times good men have their Evil things, 
and bad men have an Affluence of good things. 
Good men have ſo many Croſſes & Cares; fo 
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groan under Perſecutiors, or carry about with 
them a diftempered Body, an afflicted Mind; 
their Name ſullied by ſlanders, and their Fame 
darkned by envious detrattors ; are accounted 
the Off: ſcouring of all things, wandering a- 
bout in Sheep- skins & Goat:skins, being defti- 
tute, afflicted, tormented x of whom the world 
was not worthy : They wandered in Deſerts, 
and in Mountains, in Dens, and Caves of the 
earth; fo that it they had hope only in this 
life, they were of all men moſt Miſerable, 
While at the ſame time the wicked enjoy 
great Tranquility; their heart is fat as greaſe ; 
they flouriſh like the green Bay- tree; and 
are not plagued like other men. 


As this, for a time, was a difficulty to the holy 
pſalmiſt, ſo it has been often offer'd as an Ob- 
jeftion againſt the Juftice, Wiſdom and Good⸗ 
neſs of Providence: Nay, ſome have Queftion'd 
whether there was any Providence or no. But 
when we conſider men as having immortal 
Souls, fitted for another State and a Coming 
world; where Lazarus ſhall be comforted, and 
Dives be tormented ;:When Rewards & Puniſh- 
ments ſhall be juftly diſpenſed ; and all things 
which look'd fo wrong here, ſhall then & there 


be ſet right: Thoſe that have Suffered here, 


ſhall Reign there; and by how much the more 
they have patiently Suffered here, ſo much the 
more ſhall they be Glorified then: Toma 
— gl 
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ſhall they Rejoice, according to the days 
wherein they have been Aﬀicted; this ſcatters 
and diſpels all the Clouds that ſeem'd for a 
time to be round the Throne of the Divine 
Majefty ; and reſolveth all the Doubts that 
might otherwiſe ariſe, with reſpect to the Un- 
equal diftribution of good and evil things in 
the world. 


2. The immortality of the Soul may be concluded 
from the general Conſent of Mankind in owning thie 
Truth, This has been the Opinion not only of 
the Learned, but of the llliterate. It is the 
Opinion of Nations, how different ſo ever they 
are in their Humours, Cuftoms, Education, 
Manners and Laws; how diftant fo ever they 
are from each other as to Place, or remote 
from each other as to Time; yet they agree in 
this, that there is ſomething that doth not 
die, ſomething that will ſubſiſt after this pre- 
ſent life is at an End, The original Inhabi- 
tants of this Land who were almoſt the fartheft 
removed of any People from all that might be 
called Learning or Improvement; having their 


Underſtandings darkned, being alienated from 


the Life of God, through the Ignorance that 
isin them becauſe of the Blindneſs of their 
hearts; yet it ſeem'd to be their ſettled Opi- 
nion and Expectation, That after a well-ſpent 
Life, they ſhould go to a warm & diſtant Coun- 
try, where they ſhould live more happily than 
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in this Life, Their Underſtandings were unz 
cultivated, and their Notions in many things 
very much confuſed, yet this of a future State 
ſeem'd to prevail and be uppermoſt in their 
thoughts. This was alſo the Opinion || of the 
wiſer and learned Heathen. Socrates ſaith, If 
Death be the Extinction of the whole, this will be 
good News for the Wicked, that they have nothing 
to Suffer, 

Another makes this wiſe Remark, If the Soul 
whence die Periſpeth, it" is not eaſic to diſcern how 
good men can be Happy, who receive no fouit of their 
Vertue here, but often periſh by it. We have not 
only his Opinion, but alſo a good Reaſon for i it. 


It may be ſail, That if the Conſent of Mans 
kind be advanced as ſo good an Argument, t ben the 
Errors that Mankind have run into, may be ſuppor- 
red by the ſame Argument ; and conſequently prove 
Falſhood to be Truth, 


This Conſent to Error has not been ſo 


general as is pretended ; or if it were, yet it 
is. not a Conſent of the Wiſeſt zor it has been 
the reſult of Paſſion more than Reaſon; or has 
laſted but a little while. Errors like Shadows, 
when they come to be Examined flee away; 
or are found to be nothing, while Truth like 
Subſtance will bear Examination. Rocks ſtand 
ſaſt, while Mountains of Ice melt and conſume 
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away. This is the ſtate of Truth and Falſe. 
hood; Error may triumph for a while, but 
Truth which is eternal, will prevail at laſt. 


3. De may conclude that the Soul is Immertal, from 
the Strong, Laſting & Univerſal Deſire of FAME, 
Men deſire to leave behind them a great and 
gobd Name to the lateſt Poſterity. Nay,rather 
than fail, men will ſeek for Fame by Infamy, 
As Eroſtratus did by burning the famous Tem- 
ple of Epbeſur. Some ſeek to Perpganie 
meir Name by their Writings, ſome by their 
Conqueſts & Extenſive Power, although Thou- 
ſands are made Miſerable by it, and they wade 
through a Sea of Blood to accomplith it. Some 
ſeek it by their fine Buildings, which often is 
more to the Credit of the Workman, than the 
Founder. Some ſeek to eſtabliſh their Fame 
and perpetuate their Name by Pillars, Scarves, 
Monuments and Tombs; Such were the Pyra— 
mids of Egypt, the Tomb of Perſena, the Pillar 
of Trajan; as alſo that of Alſalom, of which we 
read well to our preſent purpoſe, 2 Sam. 18.8. 
Now Abſalom in his life-time had taken and reared 
up for himſelf a Pillar in the kings dale: for be ſaid, 
Ibave no Son to keep my name in remembrance ; 
and he called the Pillar after bis own name, and 1 
is called to this day, Abſalom's place. 

This is one Reaſon of mens earneſt deſire of 
Children; and particularly of ſuch who may 
bear up their Names 8 And for the ſame Reaſon 
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men too often ſeck to make themſelves Rich & 
Great, rather than Good. Do not men, many 
times, while they pretend care to provide for 
their Children, only conſult their own Fame & 
ſeck their own Grandure? We have to this 
purpoſe this deſire of Fame, repreſented in z 
flrong light, Pſal. 49-11. Their inward thoug bt 11, 
that their bouſes ſhall continue for ever, and their 
dwelling places to all generations : they call their land. 
after their own names, Ver. 18. This their way 
7. /, yet their poſterity approve their ſaying, 


Selah. Thatis, they ſeek to perpetuate their 


Names in the ſame manner. 


Preſamiag vpon the ſtrength of this mighty 
Principle, an Eaſtern Nation, Subject to an Ab- 
{Jute Prince, fer their ſecurity againſt Un- 
bounded Power and Lawleſs Dominion, have 
wiſely contrived this method ; An Office is E- 
rected, and Perſons Appointed to Record all 
the Miſcor duct and Male-adminiftration of the 
R-ign, and depoſit ii in a place or room, not to 
be opened till the Line of that Family is Ex- 
tinct; aud then to be publiſhed to the World. 
This gives a check to Exorbitant Power. Con- 
cern about a future Fame, reſtrains this State- 
Leviathan within ſome Rules of Moderation, 
which it could not do, were not the Foundati- 
ons of chis | Principle laid very deep in our 
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Nature, If our Soul die with the Bode, and 
with it crumble into common duft, and be n» 
more, why ſhould we be concerned what the 
World will ſiy of us? We might fay, Let us 
eat & drink, for to morrow we ſhall die & {hail 


not be affected with Praiſe nor Diſpraiſe, if all 


conſciouſneſs die with us, if all ſenſe of things 
when we ceaſe to be here ; then if the Soul be 
* Immortal, * 2 give no Account of our 
elves, nor Anſwer for that propenſity cf our,” 
Nature and thoſeanxious Cares about 7 of 
Fame. If we 1{:ek Reputation and a Name by 
thoſe ways and means that can afford us no ſue 
well-grounded, or laſting foundation for ir, the 
deſire will prove the truth of the Principle; 
Miſplacing our hopes will only argue our Igno— 


rance, lowneſs of Spirit, Miſtake, or Corrup- 
tion. 


4. The Capacity of the Soul, and Progreſs that it 
make; in Knowledge, is an Argument of its Inmor= 
tality. It is capable of taking in much at one 
View; and is deſirous fill of more Knowledge. 
The more the Mind is improved, the more tle 
Faculty is enlarged : The wore we know, the 
more our capacity and inclination for Know- 
ledge is increaſed. When Children come into 


he world,unexperienced and itrangers to every 
thing, how manifeſt is their daily growth in 
Knowledge ? More vilible then, but not greater 
han in cher parts of Lite. Thus an improved 
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Mind makes a continual progreſs, from know 
ledze toknowledge; and is capable of it rhroug|, 
all the Ages of Eternity. Id is a ſhining Light 
that (ſhines more and more unto a perfect Day, 
It is nct fo with the Brutal part of the Crea. 
tion. Beaſts not only ſoon grow vp to their 
full Sie, but alſo to the utmoſt of their Capa- 
city. The Deſign of Creation in their 
frame and make, is but a ſhort and ſubordinate 
{t te of Life, they ſoon arrive to the Perfection 


*G REF IN bare, then come to affull ſtand, and 


make no farther progreſs ; They go thus far, 
and no farther, Puts the Mind of man makes 
continual Advances in Knowledge, both, by 
Reaſon and Experience. It is large in its de- 
lires and deſigns ; and conſequently laſting {1 
iis Nature, This progreſſion of the Soul. is an 
argument of its Immortality. Can ii be ſupp). 
1-6, That the Mind of man lhovuld be made +: 
£15 manner to no purpoſe ? That he be made 
with ſuch extenſive Faculties, without propor 
tionzole Oppoituniies, and proper Objects fer 
thei: Improvement and Entertainment ? ls he 
Heted for au Eternal World, and muſt he ere 
with Time? Are all theſe Powers made to b. 

hid in the Earth and buried in the Grave? 
Divine Revelation bears witneſs to the ſame 
Tur, and diſcovers it with much more clear- 
neis than Reaſon has done; Rom. 2. 7. n. 
mviteuty, Lternal Life, 2 Tim. 1. 10. ͥ H 
bi. 
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bath aboliſhed Death, and hath brought Life and 
Immortality to light through the Goſpel. 


X. And laſtly, Both Witneſſes agree in the Cer- 

t zinty and Univer ſality of Death. There is ſcarce 
any Truth, let it be never ſo plain; let it be of 
never ſo great importance, and well proved, 
but has been Denied, or called in Queſtion one 
time or another, Except this, That all ſooner or 
later muſt Die. As to,this, many Live as 3 
they did nog bclicvs it ; at leaſt they — 
vil Day far from them; Neither think of it, nor 
provide for it, any more than if it were not 
rue; though nothing is more certain. Job 30.23 
I know that thou wilt brirg me to Death, and to the 
houſe ap pointed for all Living. This is almoſt the 
only Un-diſputed Truth : Which doubtleſs 
men would call in Queſtion, as well as other 


important Articles, if not confronted by unde- 
niable Experience, . 


As Reaſon teacheth this, ſo Divine Revela- 
tion agrees with it and witneſſeth the ſame, Heb. 


9. 27, It is appointed unto men once to Die; but 
after this the Judgment. 


In the ſame manner might be Proved our 
Obligation to all Perſonal, Relative and Social 
Duties; As Sobriety ia our Behaviour, Juſtice 
and Charity to our Neighbour, Obedience 10 
Priace, and Parcats, and Piety to GOD, 5 

| ar 
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But we paſs on to thoſe Articles of our Faith 
that are purely and in aflri& ſenſe matter of 
Divine Revelation; Such as the Doctrine of 
the Bleſſed Trinity, the Incarnation of the 
Word, His Holy Life, Mighty Works, Painful 
Death, Bis Merits, Sacrifice of Himſelf, Satis- 
faction, and Powertul Interceſſion that He makes 
for us; and His ſending His Holy Spirit the 
Comforter, to lead us into all Trum. Alſo the 
Doctrine of the Reſurrection; His Poſitive In» 
ſtituirorg Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper. 


As theſe and the like are in a flri& ſenſe 
matter of Revelation : Reaſon and Revelation 
having each their diftin& Province, we are noi 
to look upon theſe, coming within the compaſs 
of our Reaſon, either to diſcover or com pre- 
hend them. | 


Revelation may be Conſidered, Either, 


1. As an |lluſtration and ſetting in a clearer Light 
thoſe Principles of Natural Religion, which though 
„0 know, et our Knowledge is but Confuſed, Imper- 
fect and Inaiitint, by reaſon of the Fall, ſubſequent 
Prejudices, Indolence and Ignorance. When ſuch 
Revelation ts made, our Reaſon compreheads 
it and makes it our own; in the ſame manner 
as we find ſome Truths cannot be found out by 
men of mean Capacity, while others of larger 
Abilities and ſtronger Faculties, are able to Diſ- 
cover and Explain them to thoſe of weak Ca- 

| pacity, 


* 


and Divine Re ve lation. 51 


pacity, So that what was Incomprehenſible to 
them, and out of the reach of their Faculties, is 
now well underſtood by them, and becomes as 
really their own, as if they had found it out 
themſelves and maſter'd it by the ſtrength of 
their own Underſtandings. 


2. We may conſider Revelation as a Diſcovery of 
that, of which we could have no Notion, but as is it 
Revealed Of this kind are thoſe Articles of 
Faith that haye been but now -merturcd, 
Therefore when men ſay that Revelation is but 

n inforcing the Law of Nature, a Reviving of 
it, and only a new Edition of the Law of Na- 
ture: If they mean by what they ſay, Revela- 
tion in the firſt ſenſe, or the firſt ſort of Reve- 
lation, their Notion is right; but iſ they mean 
and intend the ſecond fort, to ſay no worſe of 
it, it ſeems to me to be a great Miſtake, 


Upon what has been now offered, it may look 
as if the pretention to prove the Articles of 
our Faith by Two Witneſles, will fall to the 
ground; that Reaſon can give no farther Teili- 
mony, and be of no farther uſe tous. What 
has been offered being allowed, Yet we ſhall find 
Reaſon a good Witneſs fl ill. 
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ticles and cavil at them; propoſe many Queſti- 
ons about them, and give many dark Hints, 
raiſe many Sccuples tboui them; Nay, and ſome- 
times boldly Deny them: Bui yet have never 
been able to prove them Falſe. When all that 
has been offer'd in oppoſition to theſe Truths 
comes o be weighed in the Balance of Reaſon, 
Aene Tekel is written upon it; they are found 


wanting. 


4 Reafon, or Natural Light Teſtiſietb, that 


theſe Articles, as they cannot be proved Falſe, ſo far- 
ther, that they are True and bighly Reaſonable, 1 
be 


by Reaſon we can prove theſe Articles to 
True; to be Reaſonable, then both Witneſſes 
agree in their Teſtimony, as well as they did in 
the Articles of Natural Religion. 


But it may be ſaid, That if theſe Dectrines are 


 T«=comprebenſible and above Reaſon, though not con- 


trary to Reaſon ; how then can we Fudge whether 
they are Reaſonable, or Unreaſonable ? Of that which 
ii Incomprehenfible we can form no Tudgment from 


the Nature of the thing. For how can we Judge 


that to be Reaſonable, of which we cannut Fudge at 
all ? 

This i: very true; Yet we may, if not from 
the Nature of the thing, yet from other Princi- 
ciples, argue the Truth and Reaſonableneſs of 
things. For inſtance z We cannot comprehend 
how the Load Stone points the Needle to the 
North 
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North. Though this Vertical Power be In- 
comprehenſible to us yet we are ſure of the 
Truth of it; and that there is a Reaſon in 
Nature for fo ſtrange & wonderful an Effect. 
So theſe Dottrines, though lncompreben- 
ſible, Yet if it can be proved by Reaſon, that 
it is a Revelation of GOD, who is a GOD of 
Truth ; who neither Deceiveth, nor is De- 
ceived, we att then very Reaſonably, when we 
believe Truths ſo Revealed: Nay, ſhou}4, 3+ 
very UnreaſonaÞly, if we do not give full Cree - 
dig o them. 
{ That GOD has Revealed theſe things to be 
ſo, and given us Evidence and Proot of this 
Revelation's being from GOD, we muſt judge 
of theſe Proofs by our Re:ſan, 


C17] One Evidence of a Revelation's being from 
GOD, #, That the thing Revealed be agrieable to 
the Principles of Natural Religion, and oi ber parts 
of Divine Revelation. It any pretend to be ſent 
from GOD, and Reveal ſomething as a Divine 
Truth, and this be contrary to an antecedent 
Revelation, or contrary to the light cf Nature 
or any Principle of Natural Religion; we may 
conclude it comes not from GOD. We have 
this Rule given ue, Deut. 13. 1, 2, 3. there 
ariſe among you a prophet, or a dreamer of dream,, 
and giveth thee a ſign or a wonder And that ſign 
or wonder come to paſs, whereof be ſpake unto thee, 
ſaying, Let us go after _ gods, ( which thou haſt 

| not 
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not known) and let us ſerve them : Thon ſhalt not 
hearken unto the words of that prophet, or that 
dreamer of dreams : For the Lord your God proveth 
you, to know whether you love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your foul, Idolatry 
is contrary to the Laws of Natural Religion, 
and contrary to preceding Revelation; So 
that ſuch a Pretender, valuing himſelf never 
ſo much upon the Succeſs of his prediction, yet 
- ought to be Rejected · Such an one might 
prove*otr Obedience, and exerciſe our Judg- 
er but ought by no means to fiagger pur 
aith, " 


We are called upon to try the Spirits ; As 
1 Joh. 4. r. Beloved, believe not every ſpirit 5; but 
try the ſpirits whether they be of God: becauſe many 
falſe prophets are gone out into the world, Believe 
not every Spirit; that is, Not every pretender 
to the Spirit, but try them; Le if they have 
the Spirit. It was one Character of the true 
Meſſiah, That he Baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, 
and with Fire, Mat, 3 11- There ſhould be ſuch 
an Effuſion of the Holy Spirit, whoſe Operati- 
ens would be ſuch, as would Evidence the 
truth of what they preached, that Jeſus is the 
true Meſſiah; and ſo convince the world of 
Sin in rejecting him. 1 Cor. 12. 3. Wherefore 
I give jou to underſtand, that no man ſpeaking by the 
Spirit of God, calleth Jeſus accurſed ; and that no 


man can ſay that Feſus is the Lord, but by the ef 
Ghoſt 
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Ghoſt. That is, he cannot ſay it in a Convin- 
cing * manner, but by the Holy Ghoſt. Any 
man may ſpeak the word ; but it was only by 
the ſpecial Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt that they 
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could ſo Effectually evidence & prove it In 
the Exerciſe of our Reaſon we judge of theſe 
things and make this tryal; So that in this we 
need our Reaſon ; which bears Witneſs to the 
Truth of the Divine Revelation, 


Lz] Avother Evidence of the Holy Scriptures” 
being 4 Divine Revelation, is the Prepheſies con- 
tainted in the Bible; which are very Numerous. If 
there were only one, or two, the Argumend 
would not be ſo ftrong. A pretence to Pro- 
pheſie, might in a ſingle Inftance by chance be 
fulfilled A Dream or a Wonder, might hap- 
pen to come to paſs: But that Propheſies ſo 
Numerous, & ſo long before the Event, ſhould 
all and every one of them be ſo punttually ful. 
filled, is a good Proof of that Book which cone 
tains them, being from God. 


They are not only Numerous, but they are 
very Particular ; Even to the very Name of 
any certain perſon improved, as an Inftrument 
in bringing about the Event propheſied of and 
foretold ; 1 King» 13, 2. And he cried againſt 
the Altar in the name of the Lord, and ſaid, O 4t- 
ter, Altar, thus ſaith the Lord, Behold, a Child 
SE ny * 
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ſhall be born unto the bouſe of David, Toſiah by 


Name, and upon thee ſhall be offer the prieſ s of the 
high || ces that burn incenſe upen thee, and mens 
bene, ſhall be burnt upon thee, Ihis was accom- 
pliſhe 1 by a Reforming King of that Name, 


The Ike we have cf Cyr, long before he 
was horn; Iſa. 44. 28. That ſaith of Cyrus, He 
i my ſhepherd, and ſhall perform all my pleaſure, (ven 
ſaying to Feruſalem, Thou ſhalt be built; and to 
| the Temple,Thy foundateon ſhall be laid, This was 
accompliſhed, as we ſee, Ezra 1.2, 32 

Theſe Propheſies, they have been Remar- 
kab!e for their Accompliſhment, let them þ 
ener ſo great and awful, Such was the De- 
ftruction ot Babylon, of Tyre, and Jeruſalem. Of 
Babylon, the Prophet ſpeaks of it as the glory of 
Kingdoms and beauty of the Chaldees, IIa. 
13. 20- It ſhall never be inhabited, neither ſhall it be 
d welt in from generation to generation: neither ſhal 
the Arahian pitch tent there, || neither ſhall the ſpep⸗ 
herd mike their fold there, ( Its Ruins being fo 
tl] of Serpents, that none can come nigh. } 
Ver. 21 But wild beaſts of the deſert ſhall ly there, 
and their bouſes (hall be fell of doleful creatures, and 
owls Hall dwell there, and ſatyrs ſhall dance there. 
And it till continues in Ruins. The preſent 
Fabrlon, or Bag dat, being diſtant from it and 
on the other fide of the Hęru. And the re- 
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markable Good & glorious Things foretold by 


Propheſy, concerning CHRIST, His Coming 
and Kingdom, fo magnificently deſcribed by 
the Prophets have been Compleated in the 
fulneſs of Time ; as might be proved by a 
cloud of Witneſſes. The Prophe ſie of Facob 
concerning the Sceptre,orGovernment rctiin 


on Fudah till Shiloh, or the Meſſiah ſhould 


come: As al ſo Daniel's Weeks, ſo compleatly 
fiuiſhed, are ſuch Evidences that the Jews are 


not able to elude the force of them They 


find themſelves a People without Temple, or 
Sacrifice; wichout any Country of their own : 
Vichout Government; without any fixe4 Ha⸗ 
bitation; Scorned and Deſpiſed: Which is a 
ſtanding and preſent Proof of the Religion we 
Proſeſs, as being from GOD. 


[3] Another Evidence of a Revelation's being 
from GOD, are the Miracles wrought for its Con- 
fir mation. And theſe are Numerous and Vari- 
ous; and of ſuch a Nature, and fo well At- 
tefied, as puts the matter in a very clear light. 
When Fob? {ent his Diſciples to JESUS, ſay- 


ing, Art thou He that thould come, or look 


we for another? Luk. 7. 22. Jeſus anſwering, 
ſaid unto them, Go your way, and tell John what 
things ye bave ſeen and beard, how that the Blind 
ſee, the Lame walk, the Lepers are cleanſed, the 
Deaf hear, the Dead are raiſed, to the Poor the 
Goſpel is preached, He refers to thoſe Works as 

0 a 
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a ſufficient Proof of His Miſſion; and therefore 
gives no other Anſwer, Nor did He lcok on 
it as needful to uſe any other Argument. The 
Works being of ſuch a Nature, and anciently 
Propheſied of as Works to be done by the 
Meſſiah when He ſhould appear. 


When the Few: came to JESUS, and asked 
Him to tell them, if He were the CHRIST or 
not; Joh. xo'25. Feſus anſwered them, I told you, 
andeye believed not: the Works that 1 do in my Fa- 
ther's Name, they bear witneſs of me, The Re- 
ſtoring ſight to thoſe born Blind, and Raiſing a 
dead body to Life, was ſuch a Work as none 
ever pretended to but as a Work of GOD; 
Not to be done by any Humane Skill or Art, 
or by the help of Infernal Spirits. 

But above al), that Miraculous Gift of 
Fongues, with which the Apoſtles & Diſciples 
were indued, was an Evidence ſo very Extra- 
ordinary, if we conſider it in all its Circum- 
ftances, that it much exceeded all others. It 
is probable, that to this Miraculous Gift, our 
SAVIOUR refers ; where He faith, Joh. 14 12 
Verily, verily I ſay unto you, He that believeth on 
me, the Works that I do, he ſhall do alſo, and greater 
Works than theſe ſhall be do; becauſe I go unto my 
Father. And conſequently would ſend the 
Holy Ghoſt according to His Promiſe, 

It was very Remarkable on many Ac- 


counts. a 
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Firſt, The matter of Fact was very certain, It 
is beyond diſpute that the Apoſtles had the 
Miraculous gift of Tongues Act. 2. 4. And they 
were all filed with the Holy Gho#t, and began to 
ſpeak with other Tongues, as the Spirit gave them 
utterance. 

This was a Gift, and not obtained by Skill and 
Induſtry. We have the Teſtimony of very 
Enemies for the Proof of it. They looked on 
them as Illiterate men.. They ſaid of JESUS, 
Joh. 7 15 New knoweth this Man Letters, having 
never learned? The ſame thing for ſubſtance, 
5 teſtify of the Apoſtles. As in Act. 2 , 
They ſay, Behold, are not all theſe which ſpeał, 
Galileans? And how hear we every man in our own 
Tongue wherein we were born ? Parthians, and 
Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Meſopo- 
tamia, and in Judea, and Cappadocia, in Pont ws & 
Aſia, Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the 
parts of Libya about Cyrene, and ſtrangers of Rome, 
Jews and Proſelytes, Cretes and Arabians, This 
was the cauſe of their wonder, That Unlearned 
men ſhould ſpeak {uch a Variety of Tongues, 
Some that heard words which they did not 
underſtand, they mocked, and ſaid, Theſe men 
are full of new wine: But the people whoſe Lan- 
guage they ſpake, were Evidences to this, 

The various Nations above Named, ſaid, ver. 1 1. 

* We do bear them ſþeak in our Tongues, the wonder- 
ful works of God, | 

t, Secondly 
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Secondly, We conſider as another thing Remar- 
kable, the great Uſefulneſs of this Miraculous gift. 
It ſerved to ſpread the Goſpel : Their Frank 
hereby more ſpeedily went unto all the Earth The 
Goſpel was ſoon ſpread far & wide. It ſerved 
both for its Promulgation, and Confirmation- 

The Evidence was ſo ſtrong, and the Succeſs 
ſo great, that there was that Day Three Thou- 
ſand added to the Church. They flocked as 
Doves unto the windows, 


Thirdly, Another Remarkable thing Was che Con- 
tinuance of it, This was not a tranſient Fact, 
like other Miracles; but was as a continued) 
Miracle. That thoſe who made any Queſtion? 
or in the leaſt Doubted of rhe matter of Fact, 
might eaſily ſatisfy themſetves. This and 
the other Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, carried 
with them ſo much Conviction, that our SA- 
VIOUR faith upon it, Luk. 12. 10. And who- 
ſoever ſhall ſpeak a word againſt the Son of Man, it 
ſhall be forgiven bim but unts him that blaſphe- 
meth againſt the Holy Ghoſt, it ſhall not be for- 
given. That which fhall not be PRO | is 
the Unpardonable Sin. 


And to conclude, lt is the Voice of Reaſon, 
© That the Bible, or whole Revelation, is 
* what it pretencs to be. Let any one pro- 
* duce any Book that pretends to be from 
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* GOD ; That for the Matter is ſo worthy 
of GOD; The Doctrines whereof are ſo 
© Uſeful, and Precepts ſo Reaſonable, end Ar- 
© guments ſo Powerful ; That has ſo many 
© marks of Divinity ſtamp'd upon it; The 
Truth of all which has been confirmed by ſo 
many Miracles; The Relation of which has 
© been tranſmitted to Poſterity in Publick and 
* Authentick Records; Written by thoſe that 
© were Eye and Ear Witnefles of what they 
© wrote ; and free from Suſpicion of any 
* worldly Intereſt or Deſign : When we con- 
*. fider the Progreſs that it has made, without 
Humane Force and againſt Force; Notwith- 
ſtanding the Power of the Mighty, the Rage 
© of the Enemy, the Subtilty of the Cunning ; 


© and when Earth & Hell was combined againſt 
© it. It is ftrong for the pulling down the 


Kingdom of Darkn:ſs. When we conſider 


all thie, we cannot but conclude it comes from 
GOD. 


Thus we ſee what Evidence Reaſon gives, 
even to the Truth of thoſe Articles of our 
Faith, that are purely matter of Revelation, 
That is always accounted a good Evidence; 
that is as good as the nature of the thing will 
admit of, And although Reafon in this caſe, 
can give no dirett Evidence to theſe Truthe, 
yet if it can prove theſe Articles are Re- 
vealed of GOD; Renton has done as well 7 
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ifit had been proved from the nature of the 
things themſelves. And this we ſee Reafon has 
done. So that we have not departed from 
the Propoſal to prove the Truth of Religion, 
both by Reaſon and Divine Revelation. Rea- 
ſon has landed us upon a ſafe Shore, and put us 
into the hand of a ſure Guide, which is an un- 
erring Guide, As Faith and Charity, are 
but temporary Graces and ſhall ceaſe. Faith 
ſhall ceaſe in Viſiong and Hope be ſwallowed 
up in Fruition; So when Reaſon has proved the 
Revelation to be from GOD, then (as was ſaid 
in another caſe) What need ba ve we of other 
Witneſſes ? 


We come to make ſome IMPROV E- 
MENT of the whole, and reduce all to 
PraRiſe, which is the chief End and Deſign 
of all. 


I. Then we may hence learn, The Care and 
Kindneſs of 4 Merciful and Graciomw GOD, who 
has. Diſcovered things ſo Needful for us, and has 
Confirmed and Proved them ta us. He has taught 
us what we are to Believe, and what we arc 
to Do; He has ſhewed us the way of Life, 
Has ſet before us Life and Death, Bleſſing and 
Curſing, Has offered the aſſiſtance of his holy 
Spirit to them that a:k it, He reſiſteth the 
Proud, but giveth grace to the Humble. God 
is ready to Receive all choſe that come __ 
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him, having Repentance towards Ged and 
Faich towards our Lord Jtſus Chriſt. There- 
fore might he well ſay,as in Iſa. 5. 4. What could 
have been done more to my Vineyard, that I have 
not done in it? GOD faith, Come let us Reaſon 
together, We are not to expett that God will 
uſe Force and Violence with us; which would 
confound the Nature of Vertue and Vice. 
We are to conſider GOD as a Natural, or 
Moral Governour of the Univerſe ; By Natu- 
ral Government we underftan1 his Ordering 
all Material and Irrational Beings by Laws 
ſuited to their Natures By Moral Govern- 
ment we underſtand his Governing Moral A- 
gents or Rational Beings, by Rules and Laws 
agrecable to their Rational Nature. It He 
ſhould govern any Creature by Rules not a- 
greeable to their Nature, it would be to treat a 
Creature not & it is; which is contrary to 
truth. To Reaſon with a Poſt, or uſe Argu- 
ments with a Stone, would be to treat it az if 
it had Reaſon, which it hath not : Or to order. 
a Rational Being as if it had not Reaſon, is not 
to look upon things as they are, GOD has 
dealt with us as Rational Creatures ; has ſaid, 
Shew your ſelves men; He has ſhew'd us the Rea- 
ſonableneſs of Religion, and the Excellency of the 
Knowlege of IESUS CHRIST, the Beautyof Ho- 
lineſs, and in the end the glorious Recompence of 
Reward laid up for thera that loye & fear Him, 
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if, We may hence learn, The great Uſeful- 
neſs both of Reaſon and of Divine Revelation in 
Religion. Some have thought it their duty, to 
depreciate and undervalue Reaſon, as not to 
be conſider'd in Religion; have repreſented it 
as uſeleſs and dangerous. That they might 
do the greater Honour to Divine Revelation, 
by a voluntary Humility, have diſcarded it 
from any concern in Religion, and thought 
themſelves the better Chriſtians for doing ſo, 
Wherezs it is a ſtrong Evidence for Religion, 
ard one of its great Supports. It is diſgraced 
with the opprobrious Names, of Carnal Reaſor, 
and Blind Reaſon. If by Carnal Reaſon, they 
mean as the Apoſtle ſaith of Philoſophy, that 
is, Philoſophy falſey ſo called; if they mean a 
vain and idle pretence to Reaſon, a ſhew of it 
only without the ſabſtance; an appearance 
without the thing it ſelt; when Quibbles arc 
cale Arguments, and confident Sophiſtry is 
calie1 Demonſtration z; If men pretend to 
Comprehend what is Incomprehenſible, and 
Rej2: what they cannot Comprehend, it is 
Plain that this is not Reaſor, but is only its 

©2490, | 
But if they mean Reaſon it ſelf that they 
would Condemn, they undervalue the moſt 
noble Faculty of our Soul, ſlay or.e of the 
| Witneſſes, promote Enthuſiaſm, and deprive 
Relizton of one grand Support. 
| if 
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If on the other hand, Men will over-value 
their Reaſon, lay too great a ſtteſs upon it; 
and deſpiſe or deny all that will not come 
within the compaſs of it : they do by every 
Truth, as was ſaid of Procrzſtes, That all thoſe 
that were not ſo long as his Bed, were ſtretch'd 
to its length, and thoſe that were too long 
were cut off to the ſame length. | 


This over-valuing of Reaſon, tends to pro- 
mote Atheiſm, Deiſm end every kind of lin- 
fidelity. As Reaſen is the diſtinguiſhing Cha- 
rafter of man, ſo men are vain and conceited, 
and think themſelves to be much wiſer than 
they are; and while they would flew chem- 
ſelves wiſe, they diſcover themſelves to be 
fools. 1 Cor. 1. 22, 23, 24. For the Jews require 
a ſign, and the Greeks ſeek aſter miſdom : But we 
preach Chriſt crucified, unto the Fews a , umbling- 
block, and to the Greeks fooliſhneſs. But unto them 
that are called, both Jews and Greeks, Chriſt the 
Power of Ged,and the Wiſdem of God. We ſhould 
have a juſt Value for Reaſon and Revelation. 
Let not theſe which God has joined together, 
be by any man under any pretence put a- 
ſunder. We ſhould confider them both as 
uſeful in their ſeveral places, 


III. Learn hence, That Faith is no Ridiculows 
thing, Some have labour'd to repreſent Faith, 
the reſult and product of a weak Mind. Some 

unthinking 
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unthinking men make a jeſt of Believing. If 
you have Arguments and Reaſons to offer, 
they will hear you, but to Believe is more fit 
for Women and Children, than for Men of 
their Wit and Penetration, They are ſo much 
afraid of being accounted Eaſie & Credulous, 
that they deſpiſe Faith as beneath them. But 
ſuch men do not conſider the Neceſſity and 
Uſefulneſs of Faith in the common affairs of 
Life, Nay, we have ho other Principle but 
this to att upon in the greateſt concerns rela⸗ 
ting to this preſent Life, We come to the 


knowledge of things by Senſe, Reaſon, or Faith. 


We know but little of our own Knowledge: 
We depend upon others; it is but little we 
can do without it. Our beliet in others is 
that on which all Humane Commerce & In- 
tercourſe, is founded. That man that will 
believe nothing but what he ſees with his own 
Eyes, and knows of his own Perſonal Know- 
ledge, will make a ridiculous Figure in the 


world, and make but a poor Progreſs in the af- 


fairs of it. Men may as well deride Senſe and 
Reaſon, as Faith. If Hiftorical Faith be fo 
proper, Saving Faith is full as reaſonable and 
proper. Of Faith in general we have this de- 
ſcription, Heb. t1- 1. Now faith is the ſubſtance 
of things hoped for, the evidence of things not ſeen. 
Men would render the belief of thoſe Ar- 
ticles that are purely matter of Revelation, 
33 
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as Ridiculous, becauſe they are conſeſſed to be 
Incomprehenſible, Of what uſe: or advantage 
can ſuch Doctrines be to us, that we own we can- 
not Comprehend ? 

The ſame Objeftion may be made againſt 
all Natural Religion. Natural Religion teach. 
eth, That there is a GOD, Infinite & Eternal. 
This, thoſe that deſpiſe Revelation profeſs to 
believe : Though they can no more Compre- 
hend the Divine Eiſente. His Infinity or Eter- 
nity, than they can the Doctrine of the Trinity 
or Incarnation, Nay, the inward Nature of 
thoſe things that we are moſt converſant a- 
bout, we do not know; And yet theſe Out- 
ward things are as Uſeful to us as if we did 
Know them. Our Food is as nouriſhing to us, 
as if we underſtood the nature of Food and 
Digefiion, The Wind and Tide is Uſeful to 
us, though we do not underſtand their intrin- 
ſick Nature, or true Original. Though we 
know not how the Eternal Father begat an E- 
ternal Son of His own Subſtance, nor how the 
Eternal Son became Man, yet this is the moſt 
deſirable and the moſt uſeful Knowledge in 


the world, and the moſt welcom News to poor 


Sinners: lt is the glad tidings of Peace, Joh. 
3. 16. For God ſo loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him 
ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life, Faith 
has more of Value in it, than theſe men wt 
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allow of. If Faith be derided, or Believers 
contemned, it is the effect ot mens Ignorance 
or Prejudice. 

IV. We may hence learn the Folly of Infidelity. 
Infidelity conſiſts either in a Disbelief of a Di- 
vine Being, which is called Atheiſm ; or an Ac- 
knowedgment of a Diviue Being, but a denial 
of all Revealed Religion, called Deiſm. To 
deny a Divine Being, and to be put to ſo many 
{hifrs to ſupport the (g cauſe, is great folly, 
Eſpecially when we con fider how comfortable 
this Conſideration is under heavy Aﬀictions, 


That there is a. GOD to go to, to whom we 


may ſeek, and to whom we may commit Our 
cauſe, As there are innumerable Evils that in- 
compaſs us round, which we can reither fore- 
ſee nor prevent; then to havea GOD to go to, 
whoſe Power is great, whoſe Compaſſion is 
greit, and whoſe Underſtanding is infinite. 
To have a GOD to go to, who regards our 
Groans, who bottles onr Tears, and hears our 
Prayeis To be thus freed from blackneſs of 
Deſpair, and filled with Hope and Comfort, is 
a great Support under the greateſt A fflictions; 


is ſo agreeable to the inclinations of Nature, 


that if there were not a GOD, every wiſe and 
good man would wilh there were. If it be not 
true, they would wiſh it were true. Pfal. 14. r. 
It is a fool that ſaith in his heart, There is no God. 
If's we ſuppoſe a man Oppreſſed by Ro: 

13 
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his Name blaſted, and Reputation ruined by 
the Slanderer; his Body afflited with ſome 
painful, ſtrange and incurable Diſeaſe ; his 
Eftate waſted and gone, and his Friends turn'd 
againſt him; his Caſe miſerable beyond all 
means and humane help: Vain is the help of 
Man. He looks to the Hills, but refuge fails. 
If then he has no GOD to go to, he is of all 
men moſt miſerable. But it is otherwiſe with 
the good man, that belieye=there is a GOD, 
who fits King upon the Floods; that this GOD 
is an help and a preſent help in the time of 
Trouble, He cafteth his Care and rouls his 
Way on the LORD ; truſting that He will 
bring it to paſs, and ſend him ſea ſonable and 


ſufficient help out of his holy hill of Zion. 


| This affords him a Joy, that the Atheiſtical 
Stranger intermeddles not with. 


As there is Folly in all Infidelity, ſo there is 
if Deiſm, as well as in Atheiſm. 


If he be true to his Principles, he believes 
that there is a GOD, Holy and Juſt ; there- 


fore hates Sin and will puniſh it. He believes 


GOD is good; but this gives him no aſſurance 
that God will Pardon his Sins, though he Re- 
pent of it. We can know nothing by the light 
of Nature but this, That a merciful and good 
GOD will Pardon, if it be wiſe and juſt that 
he ſhould do ſo: If it be conſiſtent with the 
Ss Sd I a as wite 
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wife Ends of Government to pardon a Peni- 
tent, he wil) do it; but whether it be ſo or no, 
he that ons no Revelation cannot tell, A 
merciful God and compaſſionate judge, may 
and ought for the good of the whole, to puniſh 
and put to death a Penitent Criminal; tÞ- 
great Ends of Government call for it; Repen- 
tance doth not Merit nor Intitle us to Pardon. 
But by Divine Revelation, we find that upon 
Repentarce, we {hall obtain Pardon. Whoſo 
confeſſeth and ſerſaleth ſhall find mercy. Chrift 
hath died and purchaſed this for us. Hereby 
the Honour of God is ſecured, and the Ends of 
Government well anſwered. 


V. Hence learn the Darger of Infidelity & Irreligicn. 
To dif-believe Truths well Proved ; or which 
3s much the ſame, ro Live as if we donot be- 
licve, though we may pretend to it, is to ex- 
poſe our ſelves to great Danger To live 
without GOD in the world, when it is fo Cer- 
tain there is a GOD; To hve an irreligious 
Liſc, as if tere was no Truth in Religion, 
when the Truth ot it is ſo well Proved by Two 
Witneiles ; As it is an Aggravation of our 
Guilt, ſo it is very Dangerous, Expoſing us 
unto the ſevereft Puniſhment. If the Jes; 
ſtood Condemned for a Violation of Moſes's 
Law, how much greater will our Puniſhment 
be, who diſ- believe & ſlight the Goſpel ? m_ 
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10. 26, 27,--- For if we fin wilfully aſter that we 
baus received the łknouleage v the truth, there re- 
mainet h no more ſacrifice for ſin; but a certain fear- 
ful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, 
which ſhall devour the adverſaries, He that deſſ i- 
fed Moſes law died without mercy under two or 
three Witneſſes, Of bow much ſorer puniſhment, 
ſuppoſe ye, ſhall be be thought worthy, who hath trod- 
den under foot the Sun of God ?, and bath counted 
the blood of the covenant wherewith he was ſandti f- 
ed, 45s an unboly thing, and bath done deſpite to the 
Spirit of grace The Proofs offered for the E- 
ftabliſhing and Building up our Faith, in the 
Goſpel are ſo clear, ſo ſtrong, and beyond con- 


tradiction, that. it will be more tolerable, even 


for Sadom and Gomorrab, than for thoſe who 
Reject the Goſpel, after ſo ſtrong Evidences 
are offered for Proof of the truth of it. Mat. 
11. 23 · And thou Capernaum which art exalted un- 
to heaven, ſhalt be broug bt down to hell: for if ths 
mighty works which have been done in thee bad been 
done in Sodom, it would have remained until this 


day. But I ſay unto you, it ſhall be more tolerabie 
for the land of Sodom in the day of Fudgment, than 


for thee, Shall not thoſe who are deſpiſers, 


wonder and periſh ! The Goſpel of Salvation 


rejected, will increaſe our Condemnation, 
Goſpel-Minifters, that now in their hand 
hold out a Pardon, as being by God, through 
Chelf, viirpd ro you, ifyeu Roje & pore 
N 2 
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*n the Great Day of the Lord, they ſhall hold 


up their hand againft you. 


Your own Conſcience will Condemn yous 
d d GOD who is greater than your Conſci⸗ 
e:ice, will be a ſwift Witneſs againft you He 
that made you, will have no Mercy on vou, and 
].2 that formed you will ſhew you no Favour. 
Who can dwell with devouring Fire, or ly 
down in everlafting Burnings ? What hand 
can be ſtrong, or what heart can endure in the 
Day of the Lord's fierce Anger? Heb. 2. 3, 4- 


How ſhall we eſcape if we neglett ſo great Salvation, 


which at firſt began to be ſpoken by the Lord, & was 
confirmed to us by them that heard him? God alſo 
bearing them witneſs both with ſigas and wonders, 
and with divers miracles, and gifts of the holy 
Ghoſt, according to bis own will. Conſider 
the Arguments contained in the words ; he 
argues from the intrinſick Goodneſs and Ex. 
cellency of the Bleſling offered, it is a Great 
Salvation, He conſiders the Dignity and Ex- 
celſency of the Perſon procuring, publiſhing & 
offering this great Salvation, which at firſt be: 
gan to be ſpoken by the LORD Himſelf, As a 
farther aggravation of the Guilt and Puniſn- 
ment of thoſe that neglett the great Salvation, 
the Apoſtle leads us to conſider the ſtrength 
and clearneſs of the Evidence, the number & 
greatneſs of the Proofs made uſe of to aſſure us 
of the truth & certainty of the Goſpel; GOD 


alſo 
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alſo bearing them witneſs both by Signs and 


Winders, Miracles and Gifts of the Holy G koſt. 
So then to Rejett that which in its own Na- 
ture is ſo Excellent, is a mark of the greateſt 
Depravity and Corruption of Manners. To 
deſpiſe that, which is of the laſt importance to 
us, on the duc Receiving, or on the Neglecting 
whereof, depends the greateſt Happineſs, or 
extremeſt Miiery our Nature is capable of, is 
the greateſt Folly imaginable, 

To diſ obey the Authority of our Supreme 
GOVERNO UR, whoſe Power is Uncon- 
troulable, is the higheſt lnſolence; and to op- 
poſe the Will of our greateſt BENEFAC TOR 


is the greateſt Ingratitude, And to withſtand 


and not be convinced by Proofs, as both in 
number and ſtrength, clearneſs and. certainty, 
are as great as can in Reaſon be expected or 
deſired, is the utmoſt Obſtinacy, and moft wit- 
ful Oppoſition to the Truth, 


II. The Second USE may be by way of EX 
HORTA TION- | 


1. Let us be Exhorted to Conſider well the Proofs 
and Evidences of the Chriſtian Religion, as they ly 
before u. Sometimes men neglett this, becauſe 
they do not care to give themſelves the Trou- 
ble of it, nor will take the Pains requifite 
thereunto : But oftener it is becauſe they are 
alraid to Truſt themſelves; they are aftaid to 

C 


= 
w_ ——_— ä Es 
2 


74 Religion Supported by Reaſon, 
Think and Reflect upon theſe things, leſt Con- 


viction ſhould grow troubleſome, and their 


Thought become a burthen. For this Reaſon 
It is, that men keep themſelves in a continual 
round of Affairs, Buſineſs or Recreations: For 
this Reaſon they keep themſelves in a conti- 
nual Hurry; They riſe up Early, and fit up 
Late, eat the bread of Sorrows,and keep them- 
felves in a conſtant ftgte of Perplexity. They 
pretend Neceſlity, but it is more to hide 
themſelves from themſelves. Men are afraid 


to be alone and think cooly on theſe great & 


important Points. They love their Sins; they 
love to live an Indolent Liſe, and to live as 
thoſe that are without GOD in. the world. 


If we well improve our Thoughts in this 


way, we ſhall ſee Reaſon to believe the Goſpel, 
and Embrace it, though it contain many Ar- 
ticles that are above our Comprehenſion ; and 
Mall conclude no Article Revealed and thus 
Proved, is Incredible becauſe it is Incompre- 
henfible. | 

ln the common Affairs of life, Senſe & Rea- 
ſon aſſures of the truth of many things; the 
nature of which we cannot Comprehend. No 
Article of Faith, when once well Proved, is to 
be Rejetted, becauſe it is above our Compre- 
henſion, any more than that we ſhould deny 
the truth of thoſe things which Senſe and 
Reaſon have proved to us to be true, And it 
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is as fit that upon this very account, we ſhould 
Renounce our Senſe and Reaſon, as that we 
ſhould Renounce our Faith. ä 

Let us therefore make theſe Conſiderations, 
the Subject of our Entertainment when we fit 
in the Houſe, and when we walk by the Way. 
Let not the Incomprehenſibleneſs of any Ar- 
ticle, be any diſcouragement to us. We ſhall 
find many and great Adyantages by it, We 
ſhall mention IW. 

(1) Ie will improve our Capacity, and inlarge our 
Faculty, As the Members of the Body acquire 
ſtrength and activity by Exerciſe, ſo the Mind 
equally improveth as it is imployed about 
proper Objects. And what can be a better 
Entertainment than theſe Conſiderations ? 
which at once enlighten the Underftanding 
and warm the Heart. It ſerves to make us 
both wiſer and better. How often have fine 
natural Parts been loft for want of Cultivation? 
and have become like the Vineyard of the Slug- 
gard, overgrown with the Briars and Thorns 
of Prejudice and Ignorance. 

To what a mighty Heighth and Stature have 
mean Parts grown up to, by Diligence and Ap- 
plication ? It ſerves to make a Perſon a bigger 
Man and a better Chriſtian. The bleſſed 
Pſalmiſt, by his happy Experience found this 
true, Pſal. 119 98,99. Thou through thy Command- 
ments haſt made me wiſer than mine Enemies, for 


they 


W. Religion Supported by Reaſon, 


50 
they are ever with me. I have more Und erſtandinę 
than all my Teachers: for thy Teſtimonies are my me- 
ditation. They were his Meditation all the day. 
(2) Let us conſider theſe Proofs and Evidences as 
what will render us more capable ro Defend the 
Truth, and Satisfy Others that may be in Doubt. 
When we have well ſatisfied our ſelves, and 
are Eſtabliſhed upon Rational grounds, we ſhall 
be the better able to ſatisfy others, and oppoſe 
Gainſayers We live in an Age of free Think- 
ing, free Speaking, and I think may add, of 
free Living too. Sacred Truths are boldly 
truck at; Revelation is in this Day derided 3 
Faith built upon the moſt ſolid Foundations, 
is repreſented as meer Enthuſiaſm, Miracles, 
though never ſo well Atteſted. are turned into 
Ridicule. Thoſe Perilous times are come, 
when men are heady, high-minded, lovers of 
Pleaſures more than lovers of GOD. There 
are thoſe that Endeavour to ſap the Founda- 
tions of all Religion and Vertve. Ungodly 
Men, turning the Grace of GOD into Laſcivi- 
ouſneſs, denying the only LORD GOD, and 
our LORD JESUS: CHRIST. Therefore 
we had need gird up the Loyns of our Minds, 
get our Hearts Eſtabliſhed in the Truth; That 
as the Apoſtle ſaith, 1 Pet.3.15,But ſanctiſy the 
Lord God in your hearts; and be ready always to 
give an anſwer to every man that asketh you a Rea- 
ſon of the hope that is in you with met ini ſi & 27 
| 2 Let 
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WY and Divine Revelation. 77 

25 Let us live up to thoſe Truths which we pro- 
feſi to Believe, Let it appear that there is a 
wide difference between Believers and Infidels. 
Not only in Doctrine, but in Practiſe alſo It 
will be no Advantage to us that we have Be- 
lieved well, if we Live ill, Let it appear that 
we have not received the grace of the Goſpel 
in vain. We are Redeemed that we mzy be 
Holy ; Therefore be ye Holy in all manner of 
converſation and godlineſs. Being conviuced 
of our Sin and Miſery, and ſatisfied concerning 
the way of Salvation, let us in good Earneſt ap- 
ply to the great things that concern our Ever- 
laſting Welfare ; Work out our Salvation with 


fear and trembling. Not delay & put off, that 


which is of utmoſt Importance. We are too 
prone to ſatisfy our ſelves with Promiſes,iaſtead 
of Performances. When we are Young, we 
promiſe that when we are grown up and ſettled 
in the World, that then we ſhall be at Leaſute 
and will care for our Souls ; but when that time 
comes, then we muſt ſtay till we have got 
things comfortable about us, and then God ſhall 
hear from us: but then an unwilling Mind finds 


Excuſes at hand, One having married a Wife 


cannot come, another has bought a Farm, and 
another applies to his Mer chandiſe. Thus we 


ſpend our Tears as à Tale that is told, Let us Exer- 


ciſe our ſelves in duties ofPiety to God, Sobriety 
to our ſelves, Jult ice & Charity to others, bawving 
Repentance toward God, & Faith toward our Lord Jeſus 
VV 3+ 
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78 Religion Supported by Reaſon, 

3: Let us be very Con verſant with the holy Scrip- 
tures, wiere Natural Religion is Improved; in 
which is contained a Revelation of all things. need{ul 
for us to Know and Do. They are able to make 
us wiſe to Salvation. We ſhall find them to 
contain Balm for every Wound, Comfort under 
every Aſflitioa, and ſtrong Conſolation in all 
Trouble. Pſal 119. 92. Unleſs thy Law had been C 


my delight, I had periſhed in mine Affliction, S 

This contains Wiſdom, profitable to direct - 
an inform us; gracious and precious Promiſes 2 
to Encourage us; bright Examples to Excite I 
us; and Reproofs for our CorreQion : I fully | 4 
comes up to the Character given of it, 2 Tim. Gi 


3.16. Al Scripture is given by Inſpiration of God, el 
an1 1; profitable for Doctrine, for Reproof, fir Cor b 
reftion, for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs; that the 0 
men of God may be perfect, throughly furniſhed unto h. 
all good Works, We ſhould therefore make it tl 


our Meditation both day and night; That as a w 
Tree pl inted by the Rivers of Water, we may bt 
bring forth our Fruit in due Seaſon. Us 


4 Let us read. Comply with, and be Isfinrnced 18 
by tbe Mot ions of the Holy Sti it. God ſends His hi 
SPIRIT to Enlighten, Quicken,Call & SanQity T 


vs. Let us not ſend Him away grieved. Let ar 
us not Quench that good Spirit, nor always Re- 
ſiſt, as we have long done; The Spirit calls, 2 
but we refuſe to anſwer. He warns us, but we an 
refuſe the Admonition, We treat Him as the Gt 
troubler of our Peace. When He invites us, Sa 
we do not accept; but look upon His offers as b. 
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Unreaſonable or Odious, When Stephen Re- 
proved the Jens, they treated him as a Blaſ- 
phemer ; They flopp'd their Ears and ran upon 
him. Men ſhut their Eyes againſt the Light, 
and ſtop their Ears, and Refuſe Inftruttion, and 
the neceſſary Means of their Salvation. 

5. And laſtly, Let ws be much in Prayer to 
GOD, that having Inſtructed us in à Religion fo 
wiſe, ſo good, ſo well atteſted, that we may be Firm 
in our Belief, and Sincere inthe Practiſe of it. Col, 
2.6,7. As ye have therefore received Chriſt Feſus the 
Lord, ſo walk ye in him: Rooted and built up in him, 
and eſtabliſhed in the faith, as je have been taugbt, 
abꝛunding therein with thanksgiving. Let us Pray 
that we may be ſtedfaſt & uumoveable, always a- 
bounding in the work of the Lord, as knowing 
our Labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord. He 
hath Required nothing of us but what tends to 
the Pei feding of our Nature; To make us both 
wiſer & better: He hath Forbidden us nothing, 
but what would be ſooner or later Prejudicial to 
vs, He hith Rcquir'd us to Believe nothing that 
is Incredible; nor to Do any thing but what by 
his gracious Spirit he can Enable us to Perform. 
Therefore let us Seek to Him for Help, who is 


an Help, and a preſent Help in time of need. 
Let us conclude in the words of the Apoſtle, Jude, 24, 


2 5:Now unto bim that i: able tokeep you from falling, 
and to preſent you faultleſs before the preſence of tis 
Glory withexce:ding Foy, To tbe only wiſe God our 
Saviour, be Glory & Majeſty, Dominion & Power, 


btb now & ever. Amen, 
F INI s. 
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